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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 pi.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION - R1AILWAY
CROSSINGS.

LEVEL

Mr. SWAN asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, In view of the number of
serious and fatal accidents that have re-
cently occurred at level crossings on our
railways, will he take steps to have
crossing keepers appointed to the
various dangerous crossings within the
suburban area? 2, Will he consider the
advisability of appointing as crossing
keepers some of the ex-employees of the
railway service who have been re-
trenched on account of their age?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1 and 2, The matter is at the
present time receiving the careful con-
sideration of the Commissioner.

QUESTION-AORICULTURAL BANK,
A-DVANCES ON MACHINERY."

Mr. BATH asked the Minister for Ag-
ricultu.re: What action has been taken
to give effect to the third paragraph of
subsection (d) of Section 28 of "The
Agricultural Bank Act Amendment Act,
1909?",

The INISTER FOR AQIUJCUL-
TURF replied: Each applicant for re-
gistration under Section 28 (d) of "The
Agricultural Bank Act Amendment Act,
1909,' 'is required to furnish particulars
of the rate of wages paid to his em-
ployees. There is no local award govern-
ing this branch of industry, and the
Trustees are guided in determining the
"9ruling rate" by a comparison of the
different pay lists and their knowledge
of the industry.

[8]

QUESTION-LAMBS13 FOR EXPORT.
Mr. JACOBY asked the Minister for

Agriculture: 1, How -many caresses of
frozen lambs were imported into West-
ern Australia last year? 2, When, ac-
cording to his estimate, does he antici-
jiate that there will be a surplus of
lamsbs available for export? 8, What
will the average price per lb. realised
req~blle to he to ensure to the farmer a
net retuarn of &8s. per lamb of average
weigh t?

The MINSTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: 1, No lambs were im-
ported, but about 30,000 inutton ear-
cases, including light weights, were
brought into the State. It is probable
some of this meat was originally in-
tended for the London market. 2, After
allowing for the 500,000 sheep kiled for
local consumption, the sheep flocks of
the State increased during the past year
to the extent of 634,000. Half of the
sheep in Western Australia are in the
agricultural districts. The building of
abattoirs and export works at Fremantle
will open up a market in the old world,
and as soon as growers are thus assured
that they will be able to sell their lambs,
rams will be introdluced for breeding
sheep more suitable for export than the
Mierino. There are at present about five
and a-half million sheep, including
lambs, in the State, and allowing for
the retention of ewe lambs for further
breeding, we should have 200,000, at
least, available for export. 3, After
allowing- for the pelt, it is believed that
the transmission charges will be about
Is. per earcase. Lnljfavours lambs
f romn 3llhs. to SOlbs. in weight, and tak-
ing an average weight of 321bs., a price of
33/8d. would have to be realised to return
s. net to the grower. During the past
three years, the average price realised
was four and five-sixths pence (4 5/Gd.).

QUESTION-TOURIST BUREAU OF-
FICER.

Mr. JACOBY, asked the Premier: 1,
Has the officer recently placed in con-
trol of the State Tourist Bureau had any
previous experience as a tourist agent?
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2, What were the reasons which induced
the Minister, wheni considering an ap-
pointment to the position, to overlook
the claims of Mr. Robinson who, since
its inception, acted ats tourist-manager
for the Caves Board, which board was
appointed and maintained by the Gov-
ernment 9

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2,
The officer appointed in charge of the
neuly-created Immigration and Tourist
Branch of the Colonial Secretary's De-
partment is an officer of the department;
has had seven years' espeiieiiee of simi-
lar duties. and was appointed on the re-
commendation oif the Public Servico Comn-
maissioner in accordance with the Pub-

hrv Service Act. The appointment of a
tourist officer is now being considered by
the Public Service Commissioner, Had
Mr. Robinson applied for this position
his qualifications would have been given
every consideration.

QL'ESTION-~iATTOLRS, KAL-
GOORLiE.

Mr. JIACOBY asked the Minister for
Aariculture: 1, Which Government de-
partment preparcd the designs, of the
Kalgoorlie abattoirs? 2, What was the
origina~l estimated cost of constructing
same? 3, What IVas thle actual cost?
4, What is now the cost, to the butchers
nsing these abattoirs. of slaughtering
there?

Trhe MTrSTER FOR AGRICUL-
TU1RE replied: 1. The Public Works De-
partment, in conjunction with the Con-
troller of Abattoirs. 2, £20,000. .3.
£17,580 to date. Some additions are
contemplated to meet the increased re-
quirements of the business. 4, The
charges (including health inspection fee)
are as follows :-For every ox, cow, bull.
heifer, or steer, 3s.; For every sheep,
lamb, or goat, 9d.; for every head of
swine, or calf, Is.; for the use of saile
yards for auction sales, 4 per cent. onl
all sales; for use of digester with steam.
2s. per hour: for utse of renderinge kettle
for suet. Is. per houtr.

QUESTION-BETTING PROSECO-
TTONS.

Mr. BATH (for Mr, Collier) asked the
Attorney General: 1, Have members of'
the police force been instructed to prose-
cute persons; foLund betting at gold fields
sports uieetings? 2, WVere such instruc-
tions intended to apply ' o all sports
gatherings? 3, If ndt, will the M1inister
state uinder what authority he claims to
differerrtiatc between sporting bodies in
the administration of anl Act?

The ATTO'RNE.Y OWNERAL replied:
1, Yes. 2, No. 3, Under the discretion
vested in the Executive to prosecute or
otherwise, according to the circum-
stances,

QUESTION - STATE BATTERY,
MENZI ES.

Mr. TAY LOf (for Mr. Gourley) asked
the 'Minister for 'Mines: 1, Have ar-
rangements been made with one of the
banks at Menzies whereby prospectors.
crushing at the Menzies State battery
can obtain payment for their tailings
within 14 days after the completion of
the assay? 2, What are the conditions
as arranged for payment of tailings. by
the bank? 3. Why was this arrange-
ment for paymniit of tailings not made
general at other State batteries where
the samne facilities for payment existed!

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1. No. 2, T am not maare of the
conditions upon whiet the bank-. would
make the advances. Alt we have done
in this respect is to make aur pricura-
tin orders obsolute. 3. Answered by
No. 1.

QUESTION - FOREIGNERS ON
MW.'s

Mr. TAYLOR (for Mr. Gourley)
asked the Minister for MHines: 1. Were
immediate instructions given to Wardern
Clifton, of Lawlers, to proceed to the
Vivien mine and ascerta in if the report
of the secretary of the Miners' 'Union
at Vivian was correct, to thle effect thai
a number of foreigners -were eniployed
who could not speak the English lang..-
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age? 2, On what date were instructions
given to Warden Clifton? 3, Can the
Minister furnish any reason why the
warden refused to comply with his re-
questi1 4. Has any investigation been
made? If so, when, and by whom?
What was the nabture of the investiga-
tion I

The INISTER FOlR MINES Vc-
plied-: 1, Yes. 2, The complaint was
received by me from the hon. member on
May 27th, and on that date instructions
were wired to the warden to hold an
inquiry. 3, On June 8th the warden
wired that he had been ill from influenza
and had then to leave for Sandstone,
but would hold an inquiry on his return.
in about a fortnight. On June 18th he
wrote from Sandstone protesting against
being instructed to hold the inquiryL , for
the reason that if a breach of the Act
had been committed any proceedings
taken would require to be heard by him
under the provisions of Section 60 of
the Act. The justice of this contention
was reco~gnised and the mining regis-
trar was then entrusted with the duty.
4, Yes. On July 16th the mining regis-
trar and inspector of mines visited the
mine and in the presence of the super-
intendent and secretary of the Miners'
Union examined 26 foreigners. It -was
ntot clear from the report whether there
had been a contravention of the Act,
but further inquiries are being made
with a view to a prosecution should such
appear to be the case.

QUESTION - RAILWAY PROJECT,
LEOtORA-LAWLERS.

Mr. TAYLOR (for 'Mr. Gourley)
asked the Premier: Is it the intention
of the Government to bring- down a Bill
this session foiP the construction of the
Leonora-Lawlers railway? If not, why
notlI

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, A
Bill making provision for a rail-way to
Lawlers; will in all probability be intro-
iluced.

ADDRESS-iN-REPLY.
Fifth Day.

Resumed from the 4th August.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe) : May 1.
at the outset of may remarks congratu-
late the member for Fremantle (11r.
Mturphy'v on having had the honour conj-
ferred on him (or. moving the Address-in-
Reply to His Excellency's Speech. I re-
racomber very well when the hion. member
addresed thie House he paraded the fact
that he required some consideration from
hon. members because he was new to his
surroundings. May I claim the same
consideration on this occasion, being new
to the position that I am at Present occu-
pying. While new to the position, how-
ever, may I point out that the
member for .lFremantle is new in
the same sense as an old coat
which has been sent to the cleaner
and which has been dyed and returned.
The hon. member is new to this Chamber,
but he is not new to Legislative As.,sem-
blies, in which he has previously had some
experience. The hon. member certainly
changed his abode when he left New
South Wales and came to Western Aiis-
tralia, and apparently he also changed
his opinions, and, moreover, not only his
opinions but his principles.

Mr. Murphy: The member for Kan-
owna 'can tell you that is pot true.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not reflect on another hon. member
in that way.

Mr. Mfurphy: I mean that he has
mnade a mistake.

Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member is
sitting behind what may be termed a con-
servative Government, and while a mem-
ber of the New South Wales Parliament
ho posed as a Labour member. I cannot
see anything in keeping between the
principles of a Labour man and those of
the present Government and their fol-
lowers. t might refer at the outset to
the fact that we have had presented to us
a rather lengthy Speech from the Gover-
nor, and, undoubtedly, the country and
this House should be thankful to His
Excellency for his patience in having
to sit for the time that hie did in reading
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it to bon. members. In many places it
was only made uip of parrot phrases, the
same old things~ we hear year after year.
We were told that everything was pros-
pering; that the gold mining and the
agricultural industries were both in a
prosperous condition, and that the Gov-
ernment lied construtcted railways, were
constructing railways, and hope8l to con-
struct mnure in the future. But I em
dloubtful if any hon. mnemnher could find
in that Speech any definite statement
giving much hope for the future. We
have been told that it is the intention of
the Government to reintroduce during the
present session a Bill for the reform of
the Legislative Council. We have heard
that so frequently that one begins; to
wvonder whether the Government are
sufficiently eariest in this matter to be
determined to see it carried into effect.
Intentions are all very good, but lion.
members know that the gentleman who
previously filled the position now occu-
pied by' our Premnier-I refer to Sir C.
RL Iason-annoned to the country so
far hack as 1905 that it was part of the
policy of the Government to reform the
Legislative Council. Yet nothing bad
been done when that gentleman retired
from his position to take tip the more
exalted post of Ag' ent-General in loilon.
On coming into olfice the present IPre-
mier ade a somewhat simtilar statement
iii 1110: hut we had several sessions of
Parliament before the general elections,
aod no effort was made on the part of
the flovernment to bring down a measure
providing- for a reduction of the Legisla-
tive C ,ouncil's franchise. Last session,
however, we did receive a Bill having
such a reduction for its object, and it was
passed through this Chamber and reached
another lplace. Hon. members of that
place, however, took the earliest oppor-
tunity of throwing the Bill out. Cer-
tainly it was not that a majority of mema-
bers voted against it; yet the Govern-
ment did not secure a sufficient
constituhional majority to effect its
pattsing. So we find that since
1005 the Government have adopted
the reform of the Legislative Council as

rPart of their policy. notwithstanding

which we are approaching another gen-
eral election and nothing has been ac-
complished. 'May I bay in respect to
matters of this kind dealing with reforms
of the Constitution, that when a definite
promise is made to the country nothing
should be allowed to prevent its being
fulfilled straightway-if', indeed, the Gov-
erinment are g-enuine iii their desire to
keep their promise. If the present Gov-
erment are sincere in this avowed de-
sire they will not permit this session to
close until another place has accepted
this part of their policy-a part which,
as a matter of fairt, has been received ;n
the shape of a mandate fromt thte IMiAtty.

.a , I 3 too, ini Conntectioni With this
matter, that we wet r recently t'aced with
an election for that Chamber. I know that
many candidates presented t hemnselves
who, notwvitlistandiiig the popular belief
that there is no party in another place,
stated definitely they were followers of
the Moore Government, and on that
score appeahed to the electors. Bait [ have
Do recollection of hear rug that any Min-
ister of thie CroWnl or Supporter of the
Government had gone into the province
urging that the electors should return a
candidate who would support the refordi
of the Legislative C'ouncil. If the Gov-
erment are really sincere in their desire
to bring- about this reform Ministers and
their supporters on that occasion should
have urged the electors to ret urn only
those candidates who would scupport that
part of their policy. Yet nothing of the
kind was done, and so I think I ami justi-
fied in saying Mlinister~s are not earnest
ill their desire to reform another place.
The long period during which this pro-
poosition has been befoire the country and
the HoUiSe Without its actually being put
into operation leads me to believe that
the Government are only desirous of
placing this matter before the country
with a view to retaining their positions
on the Treasury Bench. We have head
a good deal, too, from His Exeelleacy
the Governor about the development of
the agricultural industry; and let me say
that, althoug-h representing a goldfields
constituency, f consider the development
of this industry as being oif primaryv urn-
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portanee to Western Australia. Do not
let me be misunderstood in a statement
of that kind. I recognise with the Min-
ister for Lands-as enunciated by him in
a statement nade to the House the other
evenink'-that the development of our
gold mining industry has made possible
the development of the agricultural in-
dus-try. We must not permit ourselves to
gaze only on the one industry and neglect
the other; because every lion, member
will recog-nise the benefits that have ac-
crued from the gold mining industry in
Western Australia. In passing, I regret
however, that the Government have not
given that attention to the gold mining
industry which it deserves at their hands.
But, dealing wvith. the development of the
agricultural industry, let me say that to
my mind some of the proposals of the
Government are very much in advance of
the times. Only this evening we have
heard in a Ministerial reply to a
question asked by the member for
Swan, that last year 30,000 car-
cases of sheep were imported into
the State. Yet we are told that the
Government propose to construct freerz-
ing works and furnish other facilities for
the export of lambs to outside markets.
What does this mean? Either we are not
yet meeting local demands, or else the
producers in other countries are more
than able to compete with our own pro-
ducers.

mr. Angwin': They send the wastrels
here.

Mr. SCADDAN: Probably so, but if
'we are to send lambs out of the State
they iil be our best, otherwise the en-
terprise will be a failure from the out-
set. And if we are gon osn0h
best and keep the wastrels here, then
from the standpoint of the community
the outlook in respect to the meat supply
is not very bright. In any ease I am
doubtful whether this money could not
he better utilised in other directions in
advancing the agricultural industry. Let
me state one or two things which, to my
mind, should be undertaken at the ear-
liest possihle opportunity. Our wheat
supply has outgrown the local demand.
and, according to the prospects of the

present season, we are going to have a
huge amount of wheat to he exported
after next harvest. I say the Govern-
ment should a-ssist those desirous of ex-
porting- but who are really at the mercy
of the middlemen. Why could not the
Government comne to the assistance of
the small farmer who in the experi-
mental, or at least initial, stages, is com-
pelled to go call in band to merchants in
order that lie maight be enabled to carry
onl until lie reaps his e'iop-? He is thus
compelled to take any price offered by
these merchants; and while we are ex-
porting a certan quantity of wheat at
prices quoted iii the world 's market, it
is Very doubtful if the fn~rmerS Of Wi'Sr-
ern Australia arc receiving the full[ value
for their product. Iu my opinion the
Government should devise some means
for collecting this wheat and making
advances to the farmers, and doing the
shipping and exporting themselves. I
believe it would be to the advan-
tage of the State, and If am certain it
would be to the advantage of the farm-
lng community as a whole. I under-
stand it is the intention of the Govern-
muent to provide in the near future better
facilities at Fremantle for the export of
W-leat. I desire to say on my own be-
half, and I believe on behalf of the mem-
beris on this side of the House, that the
overnment wvill have our support in the

pr-ovision Of tile niost up-to-date and ap-
plnuVed methods of wheat handling. We
desire to keep down the cost of hand-
hug, as much as possible, for otherwise
the profit will be taken from thle farmer
aud will go into the hands oif the middle-
men and others entitled to jnks clharges
fit' handling-. T think, too. the time [vas
arrived when the Giovernmeiit might un-
dertake the erection of a State flour mill.
As the Government know, members on
this side of the House have continually
advocated the State manufacture of agri-
cultural implements. I believe the hour
is here when this should be tindertaken
to the material advantage of the farm-
ing commuity. Then we are faced with
this position: I know of many cases of
farmers having been compelled in the
early stages of their operations to apply
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to merchants for temporary assistance to
tide themn over their worst difficulties;
and the result has been that in a number
of iustaiwecs when the time has come to
meet the hills those farmers have had to
sk for an extension of time in order
that they mnight be able to meet other
bills presented by the Lands Depart-
ment for the paymnedt of rent. This
may appear to be a very small matter, and
some bon. members will assert that we
must obtain from men taking up land
a guarantee that they propose to work
it. I agree withi that. But what guar-
antee do we receive to-day that those
who actually make application for and
take up land are in earnest in their inten-
tion of working it ? There is little or no
guarantee. And, moreover, let ine say
that while this is so the genuine man,
the man genuinely interested in the de-
velopment of his land, is very often
thrown. back many years owing to lack
of funds. The Agricultural Bank comes
to his assistance in many directions; yet
the assistance thus rendered is not suf-
ficient to keep him from borrowing out-
side, or obtaining from merchants and
others his machinery and other appli-
ances necessary to the proper working
of his land, with the result that h-a is,
in large measure, at the mercy of these
merchants. If we were to give these
deserving farmers some little considera-
tion in the direction of defering the
payments on their land, it wvould be of
the utmost value to them.

The Alinister for Lands: We always
do so when they ask for it.

Mr. SCADDAN: That is true; but
fines are imposed upon them, and this
does not give them much encouragement.
Then, again, the independent man is not
likely to go to the inister cap in band
and ask that his payments may be de-
ferred; whereas, if there were recognised
a general system of deferred payments,
the same man would he very glad, per-
haps, tn avail himself of' the convenience.
Let those desirous of working- the land
understand that for, say, the first three
years they would not be called upon to
pay the rent. We could even defer pay-
ment of that rent for the first five years,

and ebfarge interest on the deterred pay-
ments. The State would not be a loser
in any way except, of course, during the
first year or two, and it would be of
considerable assistance to many men who
find it difficult in the early years to keep
their heads above water. The 'Minister
must be aware. of the fact that if a man
require land partly improved there is tio
dimfetilty whatever in obtaining it to-day,
so long as he ca pay the price. Al-
though we have in our Land Act certain
c--onditions which must be complied with,
yet at the same time there is no gnar-
antee that the -man desirous of working
his land will get over the numerous ini-
tial difficulties counected therewith- con-
sequently, it sometimes happens that
when a selector has made partial im-
provements be is compelled to hand the
land over to an agent for sale. Scores
of these partially improved holdings are
in the hands of these land agents in
Perth to-day.

Mr. Taylor: And quite a number not
improved at all.

Mr. SCADDAN: While others, as the
member for MUnrray poiated out the other
evening-, have been genuinely looking for
land for the past few years and have not
been able to obtain it, these persons can
get land by some means, and immediately
they get it they place it in the hands of
an agent for sale at an enhanced value.
The Minister for Lands will consider
probably that I am drawing on my im.-
agination, but only yesterday an instance
came under my notice. A gentleman
camne to me and said that lie had noticed
the remark made by the member for
Murray, and he thought it well to put
me in the possession of some facts he
had obtained. He had been applying to
the Lands, Department for the past three
years in the interests of his two brothe~s
and himself. One of them has been en-
gaged as a farm labourer for the past
two years and the other is employed in
the city, while one brother is still in
Scotland and is not prepared to come
out until such time as they can obtain
land suitable for their purpose. They
had not been able to obtain land
from thie Landls Department, and
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one of them went to a certain auctioneer
well known to members in this House
and obtained plans- showing land which
he could acquire if he complied with cer-
tain demands. I find that the names of
the persons to whom the land was ori-
ginally allotted are written across the
face of thle lots on the plan. There
were three blocks consisting in the
aggregate of about 2,300 acres, and in
another ease there was a block of 903
acres. The two gentlemen whto obtained
this hind got it in February last, and yet
three mouths later it was in the hands
of a local agent for safe, and although
only time first payment had been made,
ihe pre asked was £250 for the three
lots au--lregating 2,300 acres and £100
for the other block.

The Premier -. What were the im-
provenieutsl

Mr. SCABDAN: There were none
whatever.

The Premiier: Then there would be

Mr. SCADDAN: I guarantee I can
get a transfer any day.

Time Minister for Lands: You cannot.
Mr. SCAL)DAN:- If I could not get a

transfer 1 would get over the difficulty.
A transfer is not really necessary for the
purpose of changing the holder of the
land. An agreement can be made be-
tween time two persons that when the im-
provements have been completed to the
extent reqnired by the Act a transfer will
be signed and handed over and put
through the department.

Mr. Oordon: The person runs the risk
of losing the land.

31r. SCADDAN: The risks are not
great and the hon. member should know
that. The officers of the department are
very busy in other directions, and they
are not anxious every time an applica-
tion is made for a transfer to send out
men to ascertain whether the conditions
have been complied with or not; and un-
less their attention is specially drawn to
a case, a transfer is put through without
any question.

Mr. Bolton: Whu was that land agent?
Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member

knows to whom I refer. It is not the

first time the same thing has been brought
under the notice of the Government in
connection with this particular gentle-
muan. I do not complain that he does it,
because if he did not do it some-
one else wvould, bitt the fact re-
manins chat this is going on every
day. Mptn are continually making
applications to members of the House to
do something towards getting them land,
and they cannot get it. The Minister has
said that it is his intention to proceed to
thle goldflelds at an early date to induce
the people there to take up land, but I
,can tell the Minister that it is not nees~-
sary for him to do this. Every week the
people from the g1oidfields conmc down.
Every dinte the Land -Board has been sit-
ting during the last two or three months
I have had goldfields residents coming :on
me asking me whether I could assist
them before the board to get their land.
I may say I have not given one single re-
commendation yet, because I prefer that
the board should deal with each case on
its merits, but the fact remains that is
the position of affairs. About two
mouths ago there was a party of three
from the goldfields sent down a represen-
tative to appear before the Land Board
in connection with certainL applications
they had lodged for some land, and while
hie was down the representative saw me.
I told him thete was a possibility of his
not obtain ing the land seeing there were
so many' applications before his, and I ad-
vised hint to go to the Information Bureau
for information with regard to othmer
blocks that might be made available in
the future. This gentleman went to thle
Information Bureau211 and asked if lie
could g-et a block (if 1,000 to 3,000 acres
within an assured rainfall of 12 inches
and within 13 miles of an existing rail-
way or of any proposed railway; and
without any quibbling on the part of the
officer in the Information Bureau, this
gentleman was told "lie could not."

Mr. Heitmaun: That has been the
usual reply for the last twelve months.

Mr. SCADDAN: We are continually
told about the acres that are available for
anyone who requires them, but surely the
State has definitely decided that to ask a
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person to gliow cereals at a distance of
and greuter than 13 miles from a rail-way
is courting absolute disaster. It is impos-
sible for any wan to do it. That was de-
cided years ago. Wheat cannot be grown
profitably if it has to he carted more than
15 miles to a railway. Yet when a re-
quest was made to a department to see
whether land was availale within 15 miles
of an exist ing railway or any proposed
railway and witlii a l2in. 1iifall, the de-
partment turned ron( au(I told the ap-
plicant they had not the land available.
That is a conldition of affairs that should
not excist.

The M1inister for Lands: Can you
give me the name of the officer -who said
that l

Mr. SCAD)DAN : I did not hear the
name of the officer, but it was in the
Information Bureau. I will take the
trouble, if the M1inister wishes it, whet' I
go to the goldfields to have an interview
with the gentleman mentioned, and I % ii
give the Minister the information.
While mentioning the fact that this Is
the information given to our local resi-
dents, I w-ant to know what sort of policy
it is to induce people to leave England,
where they can almost throw a stone
across; from one side of the country to the
other, to come to a place where they have
to gro 30 or 40 miles f rom railway corn-
munication without any school aceommo-
dation and where they are perhaps miles
from a neighbour, and to ask them to be
contented and to remain on the land. We
can bring out immigrants, but unless we
provide them with all the facilities that
should be provided such as I have said-
school accommodation and other comfortc;
of life-it is not likely the immigrants
are going to remain on the land, and they
will flock to the towns. That is happen-
int every day. If hon. members were
near the trades hail in Perth at any time
they would see during any week a num-
ber of immigrants -who have not come out
during recent months, but who bare been
out probably two or three years and made
a genuine endeavour to settle on the land
but have had to leave it to come to
Perth to obtain employment and get
a-way from the humdrum life in which

they wvere existing in the position in
which the Lands Department placed
them. I have no objection to the induc-
ing- of immigrants to come to the State
for the put-pose of settling on the land,
but it should be a first essential that the
land is- av-ailable and that it is withiti
reasonable distance from railway comn-
niunication, and that other comforts are
providled for them. 1 believe Dr. Mont-

goury mientioned it that if anything was
responrsible for the fact that there was
an increase of inmates in the Hospital
for the Insane at Claremont it was the
fadt that in were expected to go out
30 or 40 miles in the back country where
there were no comforts provided for them
so that eventually they broke down men-
tally and became inmates of the hospital.

The Minister for Mines: There must
have been lots of lunatics in the old days.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier sug-
gested the other evening that he pro-
posed to constitute an immigration
board for the purpose of dealing wNith
immigrants. Whether he intended that
the board should deal with the whole ques-
tion of immigration, the obtaining of
suitable immigrants in the old countr *Y.
or that the board was merely to attend
to immigrants 'when they arrived here,
the Premier did not definitely state. 1
hold that if we are going to obtain im-
migrants it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to see that they are properly ai-
tended to when they once land in Wes3c-
emn Australia, and that if they come here
for the purpose of taking up land no
effort should be spared by the Govern-
ment to provide suitable land in suitable
localities, if possible in localities where
they can be near to eah other. At
present if half a dozen immigrants come
from the same town in the old country
the system is to send one to Katanning,
oni to Kellerberrin, one to Northam and
one to the South-West, and it is a system
that brings about considerable dissatis-
faction. One can imagie them becoming
immediately disgusted with the system.
When they come oirt from England they
expect to be able to settle near each other
and to continue their freindships; but,
unfortunately, owing to the method
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adopited by the Lands Department of
throwing open land in various places and
manking no effort to reserve land for
these very people, they are separated in
some instances by considerable distances.
Tine Immigraktion Commission some years
ago pointed out that it would be neces-
sary to make the immig-rants contented
and to give them some community of in-
terests, but we now send them hundreds
of miles from each other, and very fre-
queotlv 30 or 40 miles from a town or
from railway communication, and natur-
ally they become discontented. I think
it would be preferable to throw open
certain areas and reserve them for im-
migrants and for immigrants only, and
to confine the immigrants to these areas.
It would be useless to set land apart for
the purpose of immigrants and allow
them to settle in any other part of the
Sqtate.

Mr. Gecorge: That would make another
grievance.

Mr. SCADI)AN: I hold that it would
not.

Mr. George: It would look as if they
had yellow fever and had to be kept
apart.

Air. SCADDAN: I do not hold that
view. I hold they would be very much
more contented if their farms were ad-
joining, because then they would have
their social gatherings, and they would be
nore contented than if they were a hun-
dredl or two hundred wiles from each
other. They -would not feel strangers in
a strange land under new conditions.
They make their friendships on the boat
conning out. but under present circum-
stances when the 'y settle on the land,
they din not see each other fur a number
of years. perhalns not at all. I maintain
this is not the best method of dealing
with immigrants. Canada has been more
successful because Canada has paid more
attention to the actual settling of the im-
migrants. Canada has been anxious to
settle immigrants on land previously sur-
vevyed and cut up into blocks on which the
imigrants. can settle and become neigh-
hours. It is a system tinder which they

are more contented and I believe it would
be successfil here. Certainly when they
become discontented they flock into the
towns and -ome into competition with an
alreadly overstocked labour market. if
the hoard the Premier proposes to create
is going into the whole question of in-
ducinig immigrants to come here with the
genuine desire to restrict immigration to
land settlers, it would certainly meet with
the approval of all who take an interest
in the matter; bat immigration is not
confined to agricultural labourers or land
settlers, we are also hringing out domestic

srat.A select committee of the
House last session made certain recoin-
menidations in connection with the general
policy of immig-ration, and one recoin-
men dation was that the immigrants'
honme should not be used as a hureau for
the purpose of obtaining employment for
domnestic servants without any regard for
the conditions under which tfiey would be
employed or tine wages, they would re-
ceive. The Government took absolutely
no notice of those recommendations;. I
venture to assert that the Minister in
charge of the department has never even
read them, and .wbat do we find-? We
find that tine very evils existing when that
select committee sat are existing to-day,
that the immigrants' home is used as a
bureau for the purpose of obtaining
cheap domestic servants, and a bureau
that takes no care as to the conditions the
women who are sent from there are em-
ployed under. The other day a girl was
sent from the home to an Afghan, and
shortly afterwards she was in the pole
conrt charged with inhabiting what wats
really a place of ill-fame.

Mr. Jacoby: No. that was not it.

Mr. SCADI)AN: It was tantanmount to
that. Let me tell the member for Swan
that the magistrate had to rescue her
from somnething- worse even tlnan a hnouse
of ill-fame.

M1r. Underwood: The nmgistrate nnade
a law which lie had no right to do.

M1r. SCAIJUAN: I do not know that
the magistrate could compel her. hut cer-
tainly he persuaded her, and he is to be
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commended for having done so, and for
causing the girl to alter her views.

Mr. Underwood: I think he should be
"sacked." 'What right has lie to keep
anyone in gaol like that.

IMr. SCADI)AN: I do not desire to
deal at length now with the finances of
the State, for the opportunity will pre-
sent itself when the Treasurer glives us
his Budget speech at a later stage of the
session. I would say this, however, that
the question arises whether we are going
to continue the loan policy that has been
in operation for the pasit few years,
without any consideration as to the
future. I know there is a difference of
opinion in connection with the expendi-
ture of loan moneys, and the attitude of
this party on the question has been mis-
understood in some eases. The member
for Murray said that a statement made by
the member for Brown Hill was tant-
amount to one that the Labour party were
opposed to a borrowing policy. I have
heard no one sitting in this Chamber on
this side of the 'House say lie was op-
posed to borrowing money, but we are
asking that caution should be exercised
in the way in which the money is ex-
pended. WVe insis't that -all loan money
should be spent in reproductive works.
If one constructs a road in an agricul-
tural district, it is iii a sense reproductive.
but only indirectly. We Contend that all
works upon which loan money is spent
should he. directly reproductive; that is
that the work on which the money is ex-
pended should, during thie life of that
work, return to t'he State interest and
sinking fund sufficient for the pur-pose
of redeeming the loan when it matures.
'Unfortunately in recent years the policy
of thle G*overnment has been to spend loan
money on works that cannot in any sense
of the term he called reproductive, such
as the construction of roads and bridges,
and also iii the direction of the erection
of puiblic buildings. T will give one or
two figures in order to s:how that policy
is being pursued year after year, and will
give eases where works are now construc-
ted entirely from loan, which in years
gone by were built from revenue. In
the financial year 1905-6, W1.1715 was

spent from revenue on the construction
of State batteries Now all expenditure
in that direction is found from loan
money. The sums expended during the
past few years from revenue on public
Works, buildings, etc., are as follow:-
1904-5, £537,926; 1905-6, f228,931; 190 7-
8, £192,977; 1908-0,.0£75,302; 1909-10,
£C129,428. So it will be seen that the
amount taken from revenue for the con-
straction of these works decreased very
considerably every year, and last year we
spent less from revenue on roads,
bridges, and public buildings than for
nmany years past. While it cannot be
gainsaid that probably the same work is
being performed by the Government in
the eountry, the money is now being
tranisferred from revenue expenditure
to that of loan. Sooner or later this
policy must bring us into a position
whichi all will regret. There have also
been other itemns transferred from loam
tf.o revenue, and one I would mention is
the replacing of obsolete rolling stock.
In 1903-4 we provided f33.787 for that
purpose from revenue: in 1904-5,
£C4O.331 : i 1905-6. £40,454; in 1906-7,
940.358; ini 1907-&. C30,000; hilt, sinice
then, the item has been transferred to
Loan account. The Government by this
mnean have been able to square the led-

ge;but it is in the interests of the coin-
miunity that we should achieve that resilt
by transferring from revenue to loan
accounts-thlat is by borrowing money-
for the purpose of providing works
which previously -were paid for from
revenue. While we are permitting the
continuation of borrowing year after
year~. as we have dlone during the past
three or four years. we mnight be able
to mnake oiw' finances balance, but im-
mnediately we refrain from bonrowing to
this extent, we shiall find the pressure on
the finances will be as bad as they were
only last year. I know some will urge
that many of these -works will be to
the benefit of posterity, and that someone
coming afterwards will g-ain great advan-
tage from them. One cannot do better in
this connection than quote the words of
Professor Thorold Rogers, and none will

aythat he is not a man who speaks
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with great authority on this particular
question. He says-

There is a commonplace with some
reasoners on this subject, that the gen-
eration to comle succeeds to a splendid
inheritance, which the wisdom of a past
age las protected, but, of necessity,
has burdened. But what may the fu-
ture generation say about the legiti-
macy of the charge? They may retort
that the charge was, after all, a gamb-
ling delt. which the riper intelligence
of a later age has analysed and de-
tected.

Further on hie says-

I., the future to be indefinitely
pledged to the errors of the past?
And theni when we remember that all
finance is inevitably based on the con-
tributions of those who work for
wages. and cannot escape the tax-
gatherers, what may they say in the
future who have no share in thle inlieri-
tance? Surely the wisest course is to
pay off the debt as soon as can be, and
incur as little as possible in the fu~ture.

That being the case-
Mr. Jacoby: Is that the case with all

taxation ?
Mr. SCADDAN: By present methods

taxation even tually touches the poor,
and the rich are not affected. That is
well known in economies.

Mr. Murphy: I am glad.
Mr. SOADDAN: You should not be.
Mr. Mturphy: Yes, for I am exempt.

Mr. SCADDAN- I am doubtful of
that. I would like to make myself cheor
on this matter; I am not desirous of pre-
venting the expenditure of loan moneys.
nor our- going on the market, when
necessary, with the object of obtaining
money' to exlpand the industries of the
State. There are times when it is neces-
sary. particularly' iii a young country like
this, to borrow for that purpose. Pro-
fessor Rogers also says-

In every country which progresses
rapidly. which adopts means; for expe-
diting intercourse between distant
parts of the same political union and
does so wrisely, if it can afford it debts
are necessaryv and advantageously in-
curred.

I agree with that, but the qLuestion arises
as to whether the Government, in their
desire to make themselves popular in the
country, are likely to restrict the borrow-
ing within their means. Are the Govern-
ment to borrow to an extent that eventut-
ally there shall be a collapse? I am
afraid that if we pursue the policy of
spending money on roads, bridges and
public buildings, and in other direcatioas
such as those, there will be a collapse,
and that it will be more difficult to square
the finances than it has been during the
past fewv years. It is possible that the
uISe OtV loan moneys to so great an extent

Sonic years ago really brought about the
strained financial position that we hare
gone through during the past two or
three years. 1 hope we shall give seri-
(is consideration to this position, and he
miore careful about the spending of loan
mnoney in the future than we have beent
iii ttre past. We are promised by the
Governmnt that, during this session, we
shall be asked to consider various legis-
lative proposals, and among them the
foremost, at all events from the members'
standpoint, will he, I believe, that of the
redistribution of seats. Qf course we
recognise that at every reistribution
there is an effort on the part of those who
are responsible for the redistribution,
that is the Govern ment of the day, to
provide that it shall not affect them, ex-
cept favourably. Naturally, therefore,
those sit ting in Opposition watch with
keen auxiety auy move made by the Gov-
ernment in this direction. T would not abuse
the Government for adopting- this course,
as it is very natural under our present
electoral system. It is not likely that the
Government when making a redistribu-
tion, wtill do so to their own disadvant-
ag-e and favourable to their opponents.
Their own interests will of course be
paramniit. I am looking forward to the
introdnction of this measure in order to
see how far the Government are follow-
ing those evil practices which have been
in operation ever since there has been Re-
-ponsible Government. It would be
much better if the Government were to
consider the position that faces tts here.
We hare a population which is very
shifty.
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Mlr. Taylor: The Government also -are
that,

Mr. SCADflAN: The people are
shif ty in their habits in the way of moving
from one town to another, but the Gov-
ernment are shifty in their opinions and
principles.

Mr. Moore: They are not shifty in
their seats though.

M1r. Taylor: We have not put the
lever under them yet.

Mr. SCADDMN: I think that in this
matter it would have been better if the
Government had considered the question
of making an alteration to our electoral
system. They might have devised some
method which would cause this Parlia-
ment to be a truer reflex of' the people
thani it is now. The present system per-
mits, no matter what one does, of a
minority rule in this Chamber, and a
minority rule here means that the wishes
of the people are not being carried out.
What I mean is that a Government may
be in control of tlht Treasary betihes,
controling the admnini-iration and also
the legislation of the country, and yet
actually in the country they may he in a
wenohave brought about by tlie fadt that

whaeunequal political powers on the
part ofthose ini possession of the fra-i-
chise.

The Minister for Mines: What about
the mnember who represents a minority?

Mr. SCADDAN: If the Minister wee
to consider those who are representing
minorities hie would find that there are a
inmber of members on his side of the
1house representing a majority of the con-
stituency but at the same Lime repre-
sentinr a small minority of the comn-
munity; that is when compared with one
or two sitting on this side of the Housec.
The member for North Perth-and no-
doubt thie -Minister for Ilines has his case
in minIId-represents more electors thai,
in soneiiioances, three members on the
Miisterial side put together. That is
what we call political inequality- It i.;

useless for mnembers to speak of getting
a majority in a sing-le electorate whim
that majority has not an equal voice
with the majority in en adjoining elec-
torate. That is the position at present.

The Mkinistry have recognised that it is
due to North Perth, and to some of the
other constituencies, that there should be
an alteration of boundaries, but, as I have
stated1 that will not bring about a true
reflex of the country in this Chamber.
You can alter the boundaries as much as
you like, and you will still have the pos-
sibility of a minority of the country hav-
ing a majority of representation in P'ar-
liament.

Mr. Bath: That is the ease at present.
Mr. SCADDAN: That is so- as the

bon. member points out. Let me mention
that the Minister for Works represents
Sussex where he obtained only 574 votes,
and yet another Minister asks what about
a member who represents a mainority.
The member for North Perth obtained
over 2,000 votes, while in the case of the
Minister for Works 497 votes were cast
against him. At Guildford, the member
representing the constituency, who sits
on this side of the House, obtained 1,980
votes, while all his opponents put to-
gether polled only 866; yet those 1,980
votes have only one representative while
574 votes, which elected the 'Minister for
Works in Sussex, have also one ireprie-
sentative. Thus we get inequnality of
politiceal power in the country with a
possibility of a minority ruling the des-
tinies of the State. We hear a lot ahout
majority ruling. There should be an
earnest desire on the part of represen-
tatives to see that there is majority
rule in its true sense; not only a mna-
jority of electors but also a majority of
representatives wvith a majority support-
ing the country.

M1r. Gordon: You cannot do that with-
out compulsory voting.

Mr. SCADDAN: That has no bearin~g
whatever on the matter- There are other
evils which it would be of advantage to
remove. The present system lends itself
to the localisation of politics. Under ex-
isting conditions a member has in a large
measure to obtain grants and other con-
siderations for some little corner of the
State that lie represents in order to en-
sure his return in the future. I1 would in-
stance the case of the member for
MAenzies. A very few votes decided
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the issue in that constituency, and
these few votes determined which
party should have the representation
in that constituency. Such conditions,
in the ease of the 'Menzies electorate.
were responsible for the fact that the
lion. member was compelled to give some
special consideration to the place, fland
lie did it so effectively on the occasion of
his last election, that it changed a suffi-
cent number of votes from one side to
the other and ensured his return.
Whether it was i;tended or not to have
that effect I cannot say, bnt the fact
remains that £1,000 was lent by the G4ov-
erment to the Callion Gold M~ining Com-
pany prior to the last election. Tlhis is
the kind of thing that [ contend should
not be permitted because it is nu't in the
best interests of the community. If we
could devise a system by which we could
be lifted above that sort of thing, and
also to pirevent log-rolling, and lIinistevs
will admit that there are occasions when
a good deal of log-rolling is indulged
in--

The Minister for 'Mines: You have
only half the truth in connection wvith
the Callion matter.

Mr. SCADDAN: I think I know the
truth and what happened, and it may be
as well to state the facts as I know thenm.
The day prior to the general elections an
application was lodged by the Callion
Gold Mining Company for a loan tinder
the Mining Development Loan lct. On
the following day the Minister wa, fle-
feated. I am not ab~oluitely sure whether
it was the day before the nomination or
the day before the election. The Minis-
ter then ceased to be a member of this
House. but he retained ther position of
MKinister pending the decision of the Sut-
preme Court in connection with the 1ieti-
lion lodged against the return of Mr.
Buzacott. In October. while the case va
pending, I believe, the application for the
loan of £1,000 was granted to the Callion
Company in the lion, member's couistitu-
eney. There was not touch publicity
given to the fact until just prior to the
election after the petition was upheld.
If the hioii. member will look through the
figures he will find that a more thain suffi-

cient number changed thevir opinions in,
that district to alter the result of the elec-
tion. Whether the loan was intended for
that purpose I cannot say, but the fact
remains that the result was as I have
stated. That is not the only case that
call be quoted. When the member for
Kialgoorlie was seeking re-election as a
Minister lie was asked the definite ques-
l ion, prior to nomination, whet her lie was
in favour of the construction of a dock
at Fremantle, and he did not hesitate to
step forward on the platform and state in
a decided manner. .No. I am not." Two
or three days after, and after his election
witlhout opposition, lie proceeded to Fre-
mantle, and while he did not urge the
construction of the dock be made it plain
there that he intended to support it. The
late Mr. Price was then seeking re-elec-
lioni, and the member for Kalgoorlie told
the people at Fremantle that if there was
one member of the House who could
convince him of the necessity for the eon-
struction of the dock it was the member
who was then seeking election. I recog-
nise that this kind of thing will continue
under thie present electoral system be-
cause if depends onl a few votes in) a par-
lie,,Iar district wvhether a man is going
to be returned to support one party or
another. Then there is the question of
gerrymnitdering.

'rle Attorney General: What is Errv-
inandering?

Mr. SCADDAN: Does not the hion.
ziwruber know? The lion, member will
hlate planty (if evidence of it on the part
utf the (Government when they introduce
the Redistribution of Seats Bill. I
think it wvill be found that a certain
amnount of this will be attempted in the
Bill which the Government propose to
submjit. The fact remains that we have
)had gerrymiandering ont previous occa-
sions. The member for Kalgoorlie had
li. seat gerrymandered for him. I
would like to say that the position we
are faced with in tbe futiure will be in-
teresting. Any change of boundaries can
only adjust glaring anomalies. Anoma-
lies will always exist. If they do not
exist when the boundaries are made it
will not be long, owing to the change of

213



214 [ASSEMBLY.]

population from one district to another,
before they will grow uip dgain; and so
we go on. We are faced almost every
three or four years with the demand for
a change of boundaries to provide more
equitable representation in this Cham-
her. We hear a lot aout the right of
the gold mining industry, or the pearling
industry to special representation, and
that there should be special representa-
tion also for some other industry, for
instance, the agricultural industry, and
so we view the position from this stand-
point, that it is; the industry that should
be representedI aiid not t1e people. I
hold that it is the people who make the
induistry, and when you have the true rep-
resentation of' the people the industries
will not be affected, except to their ad-
vantage. There is ani'thcr evil, and that
is that the man of ability and merit is
excluded from being elected to this
Chamber owing in the localisation of
politics, and it is this that prevents them
from having any chance against the local
candidate. 1 am watching with interest
to see what the Government will pr-opose
in connection with the redistribn-ion of
seats. Sir Walter James said recently
at Beverley-I do not know whether he
was speaking with a knowledgi, of the
position. but hie is certainly a Minis-
terial supporter and may know some-
thing -that it was not only n matter of
the voting strength of the various con-
stituencies, but also the whole of the
population, which had to be considered;
it was necessary to consider other than
adults, If this is the proposal of the
Government I contend that it is a pro-
posal that T hare nevcr preciousl ' heard
of. T have nev-er heard it put forward
that the children of a communnityv should
obtain representation before they have
rcached the age of manhood.

11r. Bath: Those are arguments whichl
come easily to lawyers.

Afr. SCADJDAN: A lawyer can make
an arneriment where none exists. I think
the member for Kalgoorlie can bear me
out in that. Among the other legislative
proposals mentioned in this Speech is
the proposal to establish a University-
The Premier can rest assured that mem-

hers sitting on this side will welcome the
establishment of a University in Western
Australia.

Mr, Bath: On proper lines.

Mr. SCAIJIAN: That is just what I
was comning to. We will he keen in see-
ing that the University is not made a
privileged place for one section while
another section may be debarred. Ia
that direction it appears to me that 'after
all there is just as great a desire that
the Government should* establish second-
ary schools as there is for the establish-
went of a University. Because under
existing circumstances it is only one class
of the community, namely the wealthy
or the comparatively well-to-do, who are
able to carry. their children on frtom. the
free education in the State primary
schools, through the secondary schools at
present in existence, to the University.
I bope the (lay will arrive when we are
able to provide free education from the
primary schools right through to the
University; hut at present, of course, it
is a question of how we are going to
finance it. Stilt the Government might
rome to the assistance of those who have
shown some special ability in the primary
schools, by providing liberal scholarships
both in the primary and the secondary
schools. By those means, whether the
boy would he able to pay the fees for
the Uiversity or not, the Government
would furnish the necessary means by
the provision of scholarships, and we
would have the more promising children
ittingly provided for, irrespective of
from what class of the community they
came. The qtuestinai of liquor law re-
form is again to be introduced. In this
respect I mus-,t compliment the member
for Fremantle on his ability to change
his, opinions-. I understood that daring
the Fremantle election he was supported
by the liqutor trade, and for some reason
not yet made apparent we have to ima-
gine that the hon. member had an in-
terriew with the representatives of that
trade and made them a definite promise.
Without snuxe such theory it is difficult
to discover why one of the candidates,
even after nomination, should have re-
qiurned in favour of the present member
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for F'remautle. Yet we are told that
the hon. member is in favour of a full
mneasure of local option, and he also
states lie is in favour of a time com-
pensation. It would be interesting to
know if that was the pledge he gave
those representatives of the trade who
interviewed him.

MJr. Murphy: Both of these are accept-
able to the trade in Western Australia.

Mr. SCADDAN: Well, I am not so in-
terested inl the trade as the honourable
member, and therefore I am niot so well
posted in their views and desires. Let
me say in this connection that I hope the
Government will consider some of the
questions which were brought Under their
notice by the members of this Chamber
and also by the public, and make somne
amendment in their Bij1 before bringing
it down again. Without this we will have
to go over the whole ground once more,
and] possibly the measure will be hung
uip for another session. This is a matter-
which will give rise to a considerable
discussion, and it is to be hoped Mini-
sters will realise that the country desires
an opportinity o (f expressing its opinion
upon the restriction of this trade. For
my part I1 agree it is desirable that the
eonmtl'y should be given such an oppor-
tunity. Another Licensing Bill is also
foreshadowed, this time for tile licensing
and conduct of race-courses. Judging
from what happened during the recess
we would imagine that the object of the
Government is to restrict the gambling
evil. There is no more ardent supporter
of the Government in that respect than
myself, when such restriction is; carried
ont on leg-itimate lines. But [ want to)

know why the Government should in
this respect give special consideration to
some portions of the community whilst
withholding it from other.0 During the
recess we had the spectacle of deputa-
tions waiting upon the Acting Premier
and requestig certain action in the di-
rection of restricting gamblin-

Mr. Collier: And he rose to the oc-
caqion.

Mr. SCADDAN: And what do we
find? While the Acting Premier, as
pointed out by the member for Boulder.
rose to the occasion and, like a true

statesman, lopped off one or two of the
leaves, he left thle evil tree to continue
to flourish as before. Yet the Acting
Premier had an Act of Parliament
which would have pieroit ted him to stop
gambling onl every race-couirse as wvell
as iii every street auid every public
plact, notwvithstanding which lie only
put it into operation in somne little places
wheure the volume of gamibling for a
vear would not he equal to what goes
on1 in certain metropolitan cluibs in a
week. lie prohibited gaimbling onl whip-
pet grounds, where perhaps a couple of
ho 2tidred pvople assembled fort nightly,.
hot he still permitted it to continue on
the race-courses, where at one meeting
thousands of pounds; goi through tile
totalisators, riot to mention the opera-
tions of thre bookmakers. Apparently
the object of the Government is to pre-
vent gambling in the smaller forms of
sport while permitting it in influential
institutions such as the W.A.T.C., and
indeed to give that body the control of
racing throughout the State. The ques-
tion will arise as to what is going to
happen to the unregistered race-curses.
I do not agree with thle building upl of
any monopolies1 of anty centr-alising
power-. I do not think the W.A.Tr.C
should have absolute control over the
conduct of any form of sport. If sport
is good, make it as free as possible. I
will agree that the gambling question
is one which will have to be dealt with
in no uncertain manner; but the action
taken by the Acting Premier in stopping
gambling onl whippet g-rounds or onl run-
ning grounds, where a few pedestrians
meet, is just about as absurd an atti-
tude as he could adopt of he wishes the
pnblic to believe he is inl earniest in his
endeavours to stop the evil. I do not
know any other example of statesman-
shbipl that would compare with it at all.
Thi! volume of gambling that takes
place, onl these particular grounds where
thre Acting Premier has prevented the
bookmaker from plying his calling, and
interdicted the totalisator, would not be
e(Ionl in a year Io that of one well-
knlown city club in a week. Some of the
other proposals to be dealt with I do
not desire to discuss on this occasion as
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tin(. opportunity will present itself when
the respective Bills come downl; but I
regrel ver 'y mucth that the Governmenit
have not co1nsidered the desirability tif
making sonic amendment to the Arhitra-
tiori Act. If there is any Act that re-
quires amiendmnent it is the Arbitration
Act, because it has given dissatisfaction
to both par-ties.

Mr. Bolton: Anti also to the Judge.
Mr. SCAflDAN: Even the president

of the Court has on mnmerous oveasiofla
staled that the Art should be amended.
that its admiinistiati.'n was worrying
lia. and getting lini down; yet we have
iii' mention whatever in filie Speechl of
aniy intent ion ii I le part of the Gov-
emninenit tot hike action iii respect top tis
ineasure. During the last few months
we have had the ease (if the engine-
drii ers employed in the~ timber mnills ol,
the South-Wett. Thecy made an appli-
cation to the Court in the uisual form,
and the question arose as to whether it
was required that every memnber of that
organisation should attend a special
meeting which it was necessary tip call
nudter the Arbitration Art, and top vole
on the inotion submitted. The court
thiret% the application out onl time ground
that it was necessary that the motion
should he carried by a majority of the
mertihnr, presenit, and that a majority
of tie memibers of the union should be
present ait the mieeting. It meant that
these men hnad to go to one centre,
nam11ety top Biunbnrv. for the meeting,
and that all the mills were hung up for
three days. There were employed in the
industry some 2,000 men who were not
in any way affected by thle disputte; yet
these men were compelled to stand
down three days whilst those more di-
rectly, concerned in the issue went to
Bunibury to consider the miatter and
vote upon the motion. And again I say
no mention is made of any intention onl
the part of the Government to amend
the Act. At present there is a tramway
dispnte existing in Perth, and I contend
thai in large measure this Parliament
is responsible for that trouble. The men
appealed to the Court. Under the prol-
visions of the Arbitration Act the Court
is only empowered to state the minimum

r'at(e of wage, and if the employer is
sufficiently unscrupulous hie may shelter
himiself bhtinud thle award and pay ito-
tthing bat the minimum rate. That is
what Ihapjpeuned in this case, with the re-
stilt that thouigh the Court was appealed
to bfr aim interpretation of the award
the Court said that uinder the Act they
had 110 power to discriminate in the
matter of wages. We are iii the midst
ot Ihat dispute to-da,. yet the 0lovern-
ument muaki' no mention of any intention
top ii meiid I le Act with a view to retno;'-
ill existing# anomalies. There are many
iitlier ammohmalies which have been
brounght tider the notice of the Gov-
orm11ilmelil, v't mo mention is made of any

I ettu itim1mi tovue in the matter.
.Thle Mlinister for Mfines: What could

ibe done tii prtwent strikes I
Mr. SCADIPAN: Allow the Court to

fix a rate of wages for any and all
classes of employment, and not restrict
the Court to stating definitely only the
minimunm rate of wage. Experience has
shown that 80 per cent. of the employers
put upon thie minimum rate the inter-
pretatiioi that it is the mnaximum rate;
and they make it a standard rate, with
the resuilt that mien who have been in
their employ for. a umunober of years; and
hare by special ability obtained a
higher rate oif wage--which the Court
readily -admit they are entitled to-are
at once reduced to the minimium. rate of
wage tinder the Court's- award. The
most efficient man is bronghbt down from
a higher rate, justified by his length of
service and special ability, to the mini-
mum rate of wage fixed by the Court
and payable to) the least competent man.
Viadoubtedly there exists dissatisfaction
at this state of affairs, and it will con-
tin'e to exist, and unless some action is
taketi we will have a recurrence of these
troubles. The men will not submit to
the conditions prevailing at the pre-
sent time. To ask those men who have
been eight or nine years in the service
and who by their ability have worked
top to a special rate of wage-to ask
those men to go back to a rate of wage
wvhich a man going on to-maorrow would
obtain is an absolute absurdity, to put
Ito harsher name upon it.
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-Mr. Jaeoby: I thought in this vase over-
timne w&s thie issute.

'NI. SVAI)LAN: Yes, there are -6everal
questions, hut this is what brought it all
about. If it had been coinpelent in thle
Court to fix thle vniions rates of wage
for the various men there would hr
been no dispute to-day between the meni
and the employers. T he Workers' Comn-
pensation Act also requires amendment.
In this respect I hope thle Government
will not adopt the tacties they did last
session and prevent an exlpression of
opinion being given 1by bon. members
onl the Bill introduceed by the mnember
far lfflndas. It is a measure urgenitly
needed, and I hope that every lnei'Jer
will express his opinion and give his vote
in order that thle country may know what
consideration lie is prepared to give to
those carrying on the various induistries
in the State. The member for East Fre-
mantle proposes to ag-ain intioduee his
Bill dealing with early closing and provid-
ing for a Saturday half-holiday. Fromt
private conversation I have had with
hononrahie members 1 lbelieve there is a
majority of the House in favour of the
Saturday half-holiday, at leas;t in the
metropolitan districts; and yet we are
faced with the position that this measure
cannot pass because thle Government not
only will not give it their suppoit, but
they call upon their supporters to opmpose
it, simply, or very likely. because the
measure happens to he introduced by a
member of the Oppositionl. If members
of the Opposition took up an attitude of
that kind, that if a Bill was introduced
from the Government side of thle House
they would oppose it. they would be ridi-
culled.

M1r. Murphy: There is one Government
supporter that does not apply to, I will
vote for the Bill.

Mr. SCADDAN: I amn elad to hear it
from the bon' member, but the hon. mem-
ber has not heard the whip crack. I think
the hon. mnember is Speaking rather early.
I have heard other bon. members speak
like that, but when the party whips have
got to work members very quickly
changed their opinions so far a,; record-
ing a rote was concerned.

M1r. Murphy: I[ would rather go out
than not vote for it.

Mr. SCAJDDAN: TDuring tile reess wve
bad the Minister for Works, the Acting
Premier, travelling throughout the State
advocating the adoption Of thle financ~ial
agreement, asking that thlel! sol
vote in favour of the finanicial agreement
being placed in theXYedevat ('onstituition;
and, as pointed out by a previous speaker,
the funds of the State were used onl that
occasion, not merely for the purposne of
obtaining a majority for the financzial
agreement, but also for obtaining a ma-
jority for Libeesi candidates. There is
no doubt about it, because onl almost
every occasion when Ministers of thle
Crown ware moving- about the State
supporting the financial ag-reemnent they
never neglected to ask thle electors
to also support the Liberal candlidates.
I must express appreciation of the fact
that we were fortunate from a '%est-
ern Australian standpoint in obtaining
in the other States a majority for
the I abour candidates whereby we
were a"ssured for the State that just
consideration which was its due without
tying the Federal Parliamenit for a
period over which they could nLot See
what would happen.

Mr. Murphy: Teni years instead of 25
year s.

Mr. S('ADDAN: Ten yeans hience the
people of thle Commnonwealth will have
just as much right to say what wciil tran-
spire in thle future as we have to say what
'will transpire in 25 years.

Mr. Murphy: Senator IParce promised
us 25 years and never kept his word.

Mr. SCADDAN: Never mind about
Senator Pearce; there were other state-
ments made which the hon. mendler might
as well know. It was said in NwSouth
Wales, by someone who knows, that the
Premiers of the various States. when they
attended the Conference and arrived at
thle agreement with the Federal MNinistry,
gave a promise that they would ise their
infltier'e in the States, not Mn1y for the
adoption of the financial agreement, but
also for the retuirn Of the Lihe ccl candi-
dates--Fusion candidates.

The 'Minister for M1ines: Did the South
Australian Government promise that i
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Mr. SCADDAN: I do not know, but
[lie statement was made by a gentleman
in New South Wales who ought to be in
a position to know,

Mr. O'Loghien: It was published in
tlie ilewpapers.

11r. SC AIDlAN: On that occasion it
was the general opinion in the State that
the leader of [he ()eposition should also
attend the Conference, but it was not
until after (lie Conference sat and decided
matters that the reasons became appar-
ent which promp1 ted the Premiers of the
other Slates to reject the proposal to
have the leader of (lie Qpposition at the
Conference. There was a desire to use
the ('onfeieue and the finances of the
States for party purposes. Let me say I
glory in the fact that the people of Aus-
tralia rose and took a national view, and
that the election resulted in the return of
a national party.

Mr. Jacoby: I thought you supported
the financial agreement.

Mr. SCADDAN: The hon. member
evidently did not hear me in Murray-
street [lie night before the election, or hte
would not make such a statement. I
went to tile Perth town hall to hear the
Acting Premier, Sir Waiter James, and
Mr. James Gardiner, on the financial
aogreoement; and for downright misrepre-
sentation commend me to those three
gentlemen. I did not expect they would
go to the length they did. For instance,
Sir Walter James stated in effect that the
proposal placed before the country was
this: in the past we had been receiving
approxiately £600,000 in returnis from
the Commonwealth; (lid the people pro-
pose to continue receiving £600,000 or
were they prepared to accept nothing'?
Sir Walter James attempted to lead the
people of Perth to believe that was the
proposal on which they had to vote at
the election, but no one knew better than
Sir WValler James that such a proposial
wvas never subiritted.. No Labour candi-
date ever proposed to cut the States
adrift altogether, and Sir Walter James
knew it full well. On that occasion there
is no doubt the Acting Premier showed
his tact. I desired to ask a question or
two at the meeting to show that some of

the statements made by the speakers were
not in accordance withi facts, and when I
asked a question the Acting Premier said
he had no objection to answering if the
audience were prepared to listen to ques-
tions. The Acting Premier asked all
those in favour of listening to questions
to put tip their hands. A chairman ought
to be impartial at these sort of meetings.
The chairman certainly was on this occa-
sion; lie declared thle motion lost, and the
meeting closed. The Acting Premier also
made certain comments about the Tranis-
continental railway, and I notice in the
Governor's Speech we have a paragraph
dealing with it which must be interesting
to the general public. It reads-

Feeling that delay in beginning the
construction of the Tranis-Australian
railway is fraught not only with grave
injury to the interests of Weitern Aus-
tralia, but it is also a menace to the
safety of the Commonwealth as a
whole, my advisers are of opinion that,
rather than incur a further indefinite
postponement, the project should be
udertakent by the twvo States through
whose territory the line wvill pas

If ever there was a claptrap put in a
(4overnor's Speech in this country this
is a claptrap. In my opinion there was no
desire on the part of the Government to
do anything of the kind; there was only
a desire on the part of the Government
to belittle the Federal Labour Ministry,
or to try to do so. Of course they were
not successful. Members must recognise
that with the Labour Government in
power in the Commonwealth tile railway
is nearer construction than ever pre-
viously. The Labour members who rep-
rcsented Ihis State in the Federal Parlia-
ment toured the Eastern States to edui-
cate the putblic in favour of the line
when Sir Jlohni Forrest was Minister and
no action wvas taken by him.

The Minister for Mines: They did it
very effectively.

Ali- S('AfDAN: Yes; with the result
tlhat to-day there is a mnajority in the
Federal Parliament in favour of the
railway, and no doubt it wilt be con-
structed in due course, though the Fed-
eral Government will not ask any Parlia-

218



[9 AUGUST, 1910.]11'

ment to build it without obtaining the
fullest information. I am satisfied the
Acting Premier on that occasion was more
desirous oif trying to belittle the Federal
Government than) to build the Trans-
Australian railway. I believe the Acting
Premier was very wrathful about a state-
menit made by the Hon. King Q'Malley
that the Government of Western Austra-
lia should show their bona fides in this
matter by making a grant of a certain
part of the luand adjacent to the railway
within our borders, but according to a
newspaper report the Premier of the
Slate hid previously promised something
of the kind.

The Minister for Mines: No.
Mr. SCADDAN: Then let me read

something. I find in a recent copy of the
West Australian the following:-

Mr. R. C. Hare, the Acting Agent
General for Western Auustralia, has
been of considerable assistance to the
representatives of the English Press in
explaining the character and import-
ance of the recent news concerning the
water find at Madura, together with
Sir John Forrest's cabled statement
that this means another 20,000,000
acres available for settlement.

Imagi telling the English Press this.
It goes or' to say-

And Mri. Newton Moore's promise to
allocate to the Truns-Australian rail-
wvay the revenues from a 25-mile strip
of land along the line.

That is tantamount to a land grant.
Probably the Hon. King O'Malley thought
he was doing the State a good turn in
trying to get the Eastern States to coin-
cide wvith its. At any rate it was not a
thing about which ire Acting Premier
should get wvrathful wvhen the matter
was publie property. I find also in this
report the following:-

This means State endowment of the
railway for all time with the revenue
of the strip of country equal to an
area of more than 10,000 square miles.

That was published in the WTest' Aus-
tralian as sent out by their special corres-
pondent. I think I could suggest who
the special correspondent is. We have
also been told that the Government pro-

pose to erect freezing, works in the North-
West. I think there is room for a dif-
ference of opinion on the advisability or
otherwise of the construction of these
works in the North-West. Personally-I
am speaking on my own behalf in this
matter-I hold that the time i not oppor-
tune for the erection or these freeziin
Works in the Nor-th-West. because up) to
the present we have not overtaken our
local demand, and it will only mean that
the people of the State who would pro-
vide the money for our wealthy squatters
in the North-West would not only be
called upon to provide that, but would
also have to provide additional Money in
order to bay their meat supply.

Mr. Jacoby: It will not he so.
Mr. SCADDAN: It is the correct

view to take in this matter, exactly as I
pointed out in connection with the export
of lambs prior to our overtaking our
local demand. If we are going to export
our best in order to compete with other
places we will have to consume the culls.
It will mean thait the best of the North-
West meat will he exported and the culls
will be sent here: and owing- to the sup-
ply not being equal to the demand, we
wvill have to pay increased prices for the
meat. These are matters that in the in-
terests of the public should receive due
consideration.

(Sitting suspended fromt 6.15 to 7.30
P.M.)

Mr. SCADDAN: Before tea I was re-
farring to the action of the Acting Pre-
mier in regard to tire construction of the
Transcontinental railway and tFtc position
in regard thereto of the Federal Labour
Ministry. There is one other inarter I
might venture to mention here ii, connec-
tion with the Federal Labour '.1iriistry as
compared withI the Ministn- we have in
this State. It will be remiemb~ered that
recently a certain (layI was set apart as a
holiday on account or the IKinr'S fLncral.
and the Federal U;ovecnmerrt. l21,ur
Ministry as they are. orderr liat
throughout Australia all employees of thre
Federal Government, even the c-asual em-
ployees, should be granted a lioliday on
full pay on that day out of rcspect to tbe
memory of the deceased sovereign and
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loyally to the throne. What did our
State Government do. They' cetLainly
permitted those in receipt of a deq1nite
salary. those with an annual salaty, to
have a holiday on that day and ia receive
payment but the men emplo)yedi 0:1 a (ly
or1 weekly wagye, such as thos-e in the Gov-
erment Printing Offlce, were denkcd the
oippoi'tiiiity of showing their loyalty in
thle Frise manner as other employees. An
action of this kind does not shiow our
State Ministry iii too favourable a light.
If anyv privilege wvete to he given to State
employees livre shlould not be any dis-
tinctiori made between tile staff (obtainiing
annual salaies and the men receiving
weekly or daily- wagevs. I know that
many inr. p~ermalnent menl too, employed
by tile Works IDepartment were comn-
pelleci to work that day irrespsetwe of
their desire to knock off. We hear a reat
deal about the loyalty of one s'.ertion of
lie community and the disloyalty of
another section, but is it a wondes that
we hear of disloyalty on the part of the
workers when they get this treatemeut.
from the Government who tpretend to
represent the community. I bad proposed
to refer to thre report to the Minister by
Mr. Ilespeissis on the tropical agriculture
of the 'North-West, bat I will eoutine my
remarks to a very few sentences. 1 trust
that the 'Mirristry will not accept the sag-
pstior: of M1r. Ilespeissis as to the en-
gagetnent of Asiatic, black, atid ioutherm
European labour, for the developing of
tropical agieulture. It would hie prefer-
able to allow the North-West, as far as
tropical agricultute is conetuned, to re-
main as it is now, rather than permit cheap
la!)our from s,_uthern Europe and Asia to
vlme in to develop it. I contend that we
can develop it with white labour. It has
already' been proved, notwitl'stanoing as-
sertions to thre cntrary, flint tropical
agriculture in Queensland can be decvel-
oped by white labour, and an can it in
our case. I hope the Govevrimnt will
not be indenting cheap labouir. Asr has
beern pointed out by Mr, Despeissis, some
of these people work for is. per week and
women work just the same :is men

The Premier: We could not 'lo it it we
wanted to.

Mr. St'ADDAN: The suggestion was
made by Mr. liespeissis and if tire Gkov-
ernrment adopted his report antd -tecelted
his recomnmendations they might make a
represeutation to the Federal Govern men t
to allow white labour of this sort to lie
indented for the purpose of developing
the tropical agriculture in the 'North-
West. I see the Minister for M1ines
siiniig, hut I would point out tliar -'t
the Premiers' Conference our Premier
mnoved that the restrictions to indicnt black
labour to this State he removed for the
plurpose of the pearling industry. If lie
would do that in one case hie nighCt dii it
sary for ifrembers to take the Ministry to
task for attemptingq to follow out ATr.
liespeissis' suggestions in this respect. The
Premier said the other evening that if any-
('fses of mala dminist ration were brought
under the notice of a Mlinister, and no
action were taken to rectify that neglect.
the Government would be worthy of ceni-
sure. Let mec say that lie as Premier, and
all his colleagues, are worthy of censure
for their inaction in connection with the
case of Bertenus and the President Loii-
bhet leases at llavytmirst. I do not want to
cite the tarts of the case now as the memn-
ber fo'r Boulder will deal with them, but
certain delinile echarges were made cocn-
nertiugw this genttlemian with certain
fr IaudA which were proved up to the hill.
There was practically a promise given to
the House that action would be taken, huti
I have no knowledge of anything having
been done uip to date. The 'Minister will
have an opportunity of replying to this;
at a later stagne and I hope lie will give
an intimtationl as to what has been done
or what is p-roposed to he done. The
charge.s; wem a serious enough to ;varrant a
prosecutioi. Jost prior to the closing or
the last ses-sion the (Crown Solicitor, Mr.

Sayer. gave an opinion, without seeing the
tiles of the uleiartinenit, that t here was nop
case against Berteaux, bitt anyone who
lias looked at the files, will realise that
Itertearix wilfully defrauded the Mlines;
IDepai t-it and the State and that action
should be taken. In spite of the fac-ts
being brought befoie the notice of the
Minister publicly, nothing has been done.
The responsibility has been shifted from
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the Minister for Mines and is now licing
carried by thle Government. The Ministry
have neglected their duty and are there-
fore worthy Of centsure. What do the
(Government intend to do in regard to the
Ait_,ent General? No reference to that as
been made. May be they are waiting the
result of thle Beverley election. Would I
be in order to suggest that possibly that
is the reason. The fact remains that we
have had an acting Agent General since
October last. The Premier, before leav-
ing- for London, said he intended to go
into the question of the reorganisation of
the Agent General's office, and lie surely
should be able to say now what hie pro-
poses to do, whether the Government in-
tend to appoint an Agent General. who
wvill hie be, and -when will he take ulp his,
duties, We know nothing now. I hope
that before the debate closes tile Premier
will permit one of his Ministers to mjake
an announcement, or the Premier himself
might take the first occasion that presents
irseir ito let thle House aud the (nuir v
know what lie ;*rop''se ; in this eonectionl.
Plicre tire one or two other matters wvhich
I might refer to. but other opportunilies
wvill present themselves. Befoi re re.uun g
iy s .eat let me dispel a view taken by
some-I am judging from the Press re-
ports-that, having accepted the position
of leader of the Opposition I will be
more moderate in my expressions of
opinion, will view questions from a differ-
ent standpoint, and that there is hope for
me. If I thought for one momient that
accepting the pnosition of leader of the
Opposition would cause me to lint the
opinions which T have held in the past.
and which I hold to-day. in the back-
ground or would modify my views. I
would retire from thle position at once.
The position of leader of the Opposition

.carres wvith it responsibility not only top
my party, but also to myself, and in re-
gard to the latter responsibility it is that
I shonld express my opinion as freely and
as ofteni as Opportunity offers. I accept
the cangratnlstions of tile mnembers. oppo-
site in the spirit in which thiey are given.
T can assure them that if at tiny time I
see a lack of that attention given to ad-
ministration of a department which
should be given it, or any legislative pro-

pio;als made which are not in the best in-
terests of the community and wvhiclh will
not give justice to the community, I will
always raise my voice in opposition. This
party if it stands for anything, stands for
justice to all and for privilege to none.

The Premier: You have not a monopoly
of that.

M1r. SCADDAN: There is no desire on
mny part to soy that members opposite are
not equally desirous of doing- that but,
after all, it is just as well that we should
understand each other's position. That is
ilie position we take up. We desire jus-
tice to all and privilege to none. Ini the
future mry object in leading this *party
wilt be to see that if possible they shall
prevent injustice being done to anyone or
privileges being given to any section of
the comm unity. I trust th~at we shall
have ti scartvnient from clue Premier as to
tile future Of thle Agent General's office
and that otiher matters I have referred to
will receive sonmc attention.

The SUFNISTEll FOR MINTS (Hon.
11 t regorv) : Will the hon. member
opp~losite allow me to congratulate him
ulloII his appointment to the position of
leader, of the Opposition. With regard
to tie "emtiments he expressed that just-
iee should be given to everyone, mayI
sugg -est that hie should be careful, while
exercising care in that direction, to try
and. ;ee that justice is done to all parties
in all matters brought under his notice.
I may congratulate him also to a great
extent on the speech he has made to-
nig' ht. I believe he, to a very great ex-
lent. realises the responsibility of the
po.,ition he holds. I would ask him not
to he too suspicious, not to take notice
onl everyv occasion of what he hears from
the man in the street, not to make
chlarges because statements may be pub-
licly made and to remember-if he does
not know this be should do so--that in
most instances when he desires informa-
tion it will, readily be supplied to him by
MNinisters. During the debate one or two
matters have been referred t,) that I
think I mi~xht touch upon. Th- member
for Cue in dealing with the appointment
of Dr. Cunpston as a Royal Commis-
sioner to investigate the prevalence of
miners' phthisis went out of his way
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to make anl attack onl Mr. Mont-
,zomery, the State Minling Engineer,
in reference to his action inl conl-
neetion with this investigalion. I wvant
to tell the House that Mr. Mont-
gomiery for many years has bee;, investi-
gating matters connected with miners'
complaints, and some little time ago lie
had occasion to inquire into a complaint
of the member for Cue, who, not by a
public speech, but by a letter in a "Mur-
eluson newspaper, made a statement to
the effect that Ar. Cliesson, secretary
of the union, had the namies of some
40 Italian miners who had died from
the dicad disease. We wrote to 111r.
('heszon asking, for information, and
Mr. Chesson said that he had not the
names. but lie knew of some Italians who
had gone to Italy, and were supposed to
have died there. A little later, Mr.
Mlontg-omery, after passing through Cue,
made a preliminary report on the investi-
gation at the Fingal mine with reference
to the prevalence of miners' phthisxs in
that district. He had anl interview with
Mr. 'Meluerny, a boss at the Fiugal mine,
aad Mr. Melnerny mde certain state-
ments which 'Mr. Montgomiery did not
report at the time. Some months after-
wards the member for Cue made a pub-
lic statement to the effect that he had a
sworn statement by Mr. Mctnerny that
what had been published by Mr. Mont-
gomery was not true. We wrote to the
memyber for Cue for a copy of the sworn

sttmnand lie replied that the state-
ment was not a sworn one, but lie would
get a sworn statement if we desired it.
Those are matters constituting the difficul-
ties between the hon. member and the
State Mining Engineer.

Mr. Heitniann: Not by a long way.
The MINISTER FORl MIhNES: As

far a& the report which is being obtained
is concerned, hon. members will, no
doubt. on reading the papers, have no-
ticed that Dr. Cuimpston has made a very
exhaustive examination in most of the
mnining centres,. It would not be right
for nic to make any remarks with regard
to what that report muieht be. but there
is orn' thing that T was pleased to see.
and whieli goes to show the difference be-
tween V various people who are endell-

'roaring to mitigate the disease. I re-
cently noticed that Dr. Cumpston sent
a letter of thanks to Mr. Dodd and Mr.
Olanpe, and other members of the anion
at Boulder for the assistance they gave
him; but I saw no reference from the
doc!tor to the assistance given him by the
member for Cue when hie visited the Cue
district.

.Ur. Heitmaun: That is just a-bout the
dirt we might expect from you. You
know I travelled miles to give the doctor
assistance.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
have not seen anything in the Press
about the assistance the hon. member
gave.

Mr. llteitmnnn: And you have not
troubled to inquire.

Mr. Hohman: The member for Cue has
done move in that direction than all the
oi hot's together.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Beig
desirous of giving every assistance is-
sible, I naturally assumed that when the
Commissioner 'went to the One district all
possible information would he placed at
his disposal.

Mfr. Heitmann: Did I not state all the
facts?

The MTh'STER FOR MINES: I
imagined that all assistance the hon.
member could give would have been
gi' en. to the doctor on that occasion.

Mr. Heitmaun: Was it not given?
The MiNITSTER FOR MINES: [

understand it was not. The hon. membir
(lid not attend as a witness.

Mr. Heitmann: Is that all the assist -
atice I could give? I worked for day' s
collecting evidence, and only yesterday I
wrote to the doctor s 'ting- that I h.,4
found another witness. You rotten. dirty
skunk.

Mr. SPEAKER: That remark muJ
be withdrawn. I insist on the remark
being withdrawn.

Mr. Hcitmann: I withdraw the r'-
mark. But the Minister is mighty unfair.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1I!
thpv v~eech of the leader of the Opp('-
sition a sttmn was made with regard
to my last election, and to the fact that
,just prior to that election I approved
and that the Government granted to the



[9 AUGUST, 1910.] 2

Callion Gfold Mining Company a loan of
£1,000. If the bon. member had desired
to get the full facts of the matter the
file would hiave been available to him.

Mr. Scaddan: I had it.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I

cannot give the exact dates from me-
miory, but if the hon., member had per-
used the file he would have noticed-

Mr. Seaddan: You can get it all out
of Mansard.

The MINISTER FOR MNNES: The
hull. member would find onl perusing that
file that six or eight months, or even
more, prior to the date of the election
the Callion Gold Mining Company made
anl application for an advance of £1,000.
This application was submitted to the
department, and after recommendations
were made it was approved by Cabinet.

Mr. Collier: I have here 'a reply to a
question which I asked you. wherein you
stated that the application was made on
the 10th September and approved on the
16th October.

The MTHNISTIER FOR MINES:1
hope that ihe hon. member will wait un-
til T. have explained. The Callion Gold
Mining Companrv applied for a grant of
£1,000 at least eight months prior to the
election. They got into some difficulties.
It is not necessary for ine to go into
those difficulties, but some time later
they waited upon me and asked whether
in the event of making an application
again, and altering the class of plant
they intended to instal ott the mine, the
loan would be approved. I said if they
made the alteration subject to the change
that 1 desired, and being of sufficient
value to satisfy the officers of the de-
partment, T would consent to the altera-
tion. The plant they had intended to
put in was an air compressor. When the
second request was preferred they stated
it was their intention to plit in a 10-head
mill, and the necessary power to work7
it. This £.000 loan had been approved
some eight months previously. Some
time elapsed and they desired to alter
the application from the air-compressing
plant to a battery- . Later on the request
came in on the dates mentioned by the
bon. member in his interjection. Those
are the facts of the ease, and I would be

only too pleased to show the file to hon.
members when they would see that this
promise was given many months prior
to tile election. There is another sub-
ject that I woul1d desire to refer to be-
fore I leave these personal matters, and
that is the case of the President Loubet
lease. After the last session closed, I
had the papers sent to the Crown law
Department and I asked them to deal
with the matter just as they thought fit.
I did not wish to touch it under any
circumstances again.

Mr. Heitmiana: Naturally.
The MINISTER FOR MKINES: I

thought it was much wiser that I should
not appear in the matter at all. The
papers were handed to Mr. Barker, who
ini a voluminlous report wvent into thle
whole question raised, and stated that
there are matters of prejudice and
under the circumstances; would not ad-
rise that a p~rosecution should take
place, that is of course a crimiinal
prow-ecution. I have referred those
papers to Cabinet, and have left it to
Cabinet to decide whether action should
be taken. Ofic thing may look inexcus-
able, and that is the delay which has
taken place in dealing with this matter,
niamely, since December of last year un-
til the present time, when the report has
'been obtained from the Crown Law De-
partment. I think the Attorney Glen-
era] will satisfy hon. members that as
far as I am concerned the delay was not
through any fault of my own. Mr.
Barker's full] report in connection with
this matter will, if hon. memnbers desire
it be laid on the table of the House.
Whether a civil action or a criminal ac-
tion will follow wvill depend upon Cabi-
nlet. But we have now a distinct
indication from the Crown Law De-
partment that in the opinion of Mr.
Barker a prosecution should not take
place.

Air. Collier: I will be able to show
you a few gaps in that opinion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Deal-
ing further -with the speech that has
been made here to-night, I not ic that
the leader of the Opposition catechised
the Government in connection with the
Constitution Act Amendment Bill and
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for 11e delay in bringing it forward. If
the lion. ineinher will assist us we will
do nil we can to get it through the
House, and I hope bie will not blamne us
if it does not successfully pass another
Chamber. He knows of' the efforts
which the Premier put forward last ses-
sin to get the Bill through.

Mr. Troy: We know who were Your
allies iii the other Chamlwr.

The MINISTER FOR MI'NES: The
hon. member went further and charged
the Government with not being earnest
in their desire because they assisted cer-
tain candidates. who were not iin favour
of the Government measure. I Ask the
hon., member whether some membhers tin

his side of the hlouse did not support
some candidates who objected to the
franchise of the Upper Chamber being
reduced. I fancy that was the ease.
think we should try to look upon the
Legislative Council not in the lighit oif a
party House.

Mr. Seaddan: Are you desirous nlow
of the Bill being carried?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 'Most
decidedly. If this Bill is 'sent on again
to the Upper House I feel satisfied that
it will receive every consideration from
members, and that it will be successful.
Then in regard to immigration I think
the leader of the Opposition took up
rather a. curious attitude. He desired
that when we brought immigrants out
to put them on t he land we should place
them in colonies, and not allow them to
mingle in competition with others al-
ready in the State.

Mr. Scaddan: No.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Well.

that was the impression I gathered. I
assumed from what the hon- member
said that they were to be put in colonies
in order that we might keep an eye on
them and not allow them to come into
competition with others already in the
State. In regard to our loan expendi-
ture. the hon. member has objected to
any use of loan funds for the purpose
qf huilding roads and bridges, or puiblic
huildinz~s, or any work that could he
s;aiW to be Of a non-reproductive nature.
I 'want tmi pin the hon. member down to
that, :!'rd I would like to ask him what

action he would take if he had the re-
sponisihilityv of encouraging new fields
hr -v)rovidiIng water- suplplies in the dis-
tret, Nuplposins- Anl espenditl tie Of

front 02,000 to £4,000 was required for
water supply, and the sale of the water
woulid not pay for the cost of a care-
taker, let alone interest and sinikingi
fuud-would hie spend the money, or
W01L141 hie leave the place without
water? The exp~enditure would be di-
reetlv no(n-reprodu1ctive, al1 l0ugh in-
directly. perhaps, it wonld const itute a
gooid inve~.nienr. I believe in such eir-
cunistances thle hou. mnember wvould do
as we do, namely, hie would spend the
niitey nod regard the indirect ad-
vanitag-es as out weighing the ap-
parent direct loss. That class of
-work is going tin all over the
Hield-, dlay after day. and the motney has to
be expended. Outside the House. if not
ins ide. an endeavour is being made to
create a feeling throughout the State that
tie goldtields are not being treated fairly,
that ever ything is beinge done for the agri-
cultural districts while the goldfields are
being neglected. I think such statements
are not made here to the same extent as
they are made outside; just the same they
serve to impress the people with the be-
lief that the goldfields have not been
treated as fairly as they should have bee.,
arid, as compared with the ag~ricultnral
districts. Ate heinz neglected. I thiink
every memiber rectgnise-s the great it-
portauce of the mining industry, and,. of
course, it always lies with us to consider
what is the best thing to be done for the
-oldfields. 'Mar I ask in what sense they
have been neglected? Is it iii resp~et to
post and telegraphs? I say, ito. Nor
can it be in respect to r-lucation, or plolice
provision, or the admi' istration of justice.
It is only a little tint.' ago we had a ie-
lport from the Puiblic Service Commit-
sioner, recommending that office after
office on the goldfields should be closed
down, on the grounds, that the volume of
bulsiniess byv no means; warratnted the ux-
tetlliture in connection with these office;;.
As. far asw these items are concerned nione
t-an say the aoldfieldq arc heing. or have
beef) neglected. In respect to railway
facilities. I have Asked the Pubhlic Works
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Department to give me some figures, anad
I find that since the advent od the Moore
Administration the goldfields have been
served by a greater length of new rail-
ways than have all the other parts of the
State put together. Thus we have the
Norseman, the Sandstone, the Marble Bar,
the Meekatbarra and the Ravensthorpe
railways, all expressly designed for the
fostering of the gold mining industry.
These railways have an approximate
length of 373 miles, while the cost has
beetn £662,625. On the other hand all the
other railways for which the Moore Gov-
ernment have asked Parliamentary auth-
ority, total 360 1/z miles, or 12 ,, miles less
than thre goldfields railways referred to,
while the approximate cost has been
£623,008. So that., since the present Pre-
Mier hasS been in office he has asked Par-
liamentary authorisation for a greater
length of goidfields railways at greater
cost than is represented by railways con-
structed by the Moore Government in
other parts of the State. Yet we are told
that so far as railways are concerned the
goldfields are being neglected.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Who made that state-
menti

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
Press generally. The goldfields members
have made the complaint that so far as
the goldfields are concerned they have
-not been treated with the same considera-
tion as has been given to the agricultural
districts.

Mr. Scaddan: What member said that
-in respect to the construction of railways?'

The MINISTER FOR MINES:- I
do not say specially about railways. I
say specially in regard to the gold mining
industry, that the statement is made
that specially heavy railway freights
apply to the goldields. One hears the
statement made time after time that
heavy charges are levied on goods carried
by the goldflelds railways, which compel
the goldfields people to pay far more in
railway freightage than applies to other
parts of the State. For some years past
consistent efforts have been made to pre-
vent any anomalies in connection with
the carriage of goods upon any part of
the railway system. True, we tecentlv
nmade a reduction on manures, bringingm

the freight dawn to one-farthing per ton
per mile. Hon. members generally be-
lieve that was a profitable concession for
us to malke, because we are getting a good
return from it in the shape of wheat car-
ried. But on the other hand we made a
concession to the mining industry as well,
for we are carrying mineral ore from Ana-
conda to Fremantle, or Guildford, at a
similar rate. If values increase then we
will get a higher rate, but in any case we
are assisting to build up a copper mine
by this low freight, a freight exactly the
same as we are charging for the carrying
of manures to the agricultural districts.
Then in respect to food supplies, I have
heard the statement that we charge a
very high rate. Last year I made a com-
parison, and I propose to give another
brief comparison this year, showing the
rates charged in Western Australia as
against those in existence in Queensland.
In respect to vegetables wve find that
whereas they ate carried from Fremantle
to Kalgoorlic at 27s. 10d., in Qnleensland
the charge is 33s. 9d. Here we carry
flour and oatmeal at 27s, 10d., while the
charge made in Queensland is 63~s. Gd.
Sugar we carry at 68s. 6d., while in
Queensland the freight is 104s. 11d. And
so on with other products. I think the
comparison between the conditions in
Queensland and those existing here is
reasonably fair. The comparison shows
that so far as the freight on fruit is con-
cerned we treat our people far better than
do the Queensland railways, more especi-
ally when we take into consideration the
rates of wages and the cost of water and
coal in this State. It serves to demon-
strate that we have dons everything pos-
sible in an endeavour to be fair to every
part of the State; and so far as the con-
struction of railways is -concerned, I do
not think there is any other place in the
world where the Government have shown
the same belief in the mineral resources
of their country as has been shown by the
Government of Western Australia. There
is no better way of assisting the minin~g
industry than by providing an efficient
water supply. It cannot he said that the
provision of water supplies; in the mineral
areas of this State has not 1ken ill that
,could be expected. Our remote districts,
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axe fairly littered with wells in order that
men might be able to go right through the
back country. During last year we spent
somne £30,350 in water supplies, an expen-
diture that was somewhat less than usual.
Through the Mines Water Supply Depart-
ment we have provided water supplies in
many of the most imp~or'tant mining
towns. In some of these places the sup-
plies are revenue producing. At Menzies,
for instance, we derive a very good rev-
enue, and we have a fair return from the
water supply at 'Meekatharra: so also
from Ravensthorpe, Norseman, and Davy-
hurst. But there are a large numnber of
other small minim, towns from which we
derive uro revenue." For in,,tance, reeutly
we put down a darn at a place called
Nevoria, south of Southern ('rosi. It is
absolutely impiosible to) expect rei cnue
from a single tank in a small courmmnity.
Again, a darn has been put down at Ora
Banda. whe-re there are only 1I5 0 people;
yet it is essential that we should do all we
can to encourage these people, anti some
action must be taken in regard to the
water supply, notwithstanding the fact
that it would not pay for a caretaker.
Hon. members who live in the back coun-
try know that these water supplies have
to be found. The water supply at You-
snme has led to the opening up and de-
velopment of the place: and unless we fol-
lowed the prospector, and in numerous in.
stances went ahead of him, these districts
would not be opened up for many years
to come. Since 1901 we have spent-and
I want agricultural members to note these
figures-we have spent in water supplies
£248,434 from loan. And that is not
revenue producing at all. We have to
keep g-angs of men going through the
back country seeing that these wells are
in good order, and we have to look after
them whether they are revenue producing
or not. As a matter of fact, the interest
and working expenses have amounted to
£189,946, while the revenue received was
£92,850, showing a loss, if we charge 4
per cent. interest, of no less than £E97,000.
And this Ave do although the leader of
the Opposition gets uip and declares lie
considers no loan expenditure should be
made unless the wvork is practically repro-
ductive. I say that in the inistances

quoted the work is essential to the open-
ing uip of the back country. We must
give water supplies to the small commun-
nities on the goldfields, and the work must
be carried on if we are going to help the
development of the industry, even though
it cannot be done without direct loss. The
people on the goldfields should know that
as far as that expenditure is concerned
the revenue does not give us enough
money to pay for the upkeep of the
works, and not one penny is contributed
towards interest on that expenditure. As
a matter of fact there is a good deal of
this class of work going oni at the present
time. Recently we spent £7,000 at Ravens-
tho4rpe. This, it must be said, is reprodue-
tiie. At Norseiman we have spent £5,000,
and this, also, is reproductive. But at
Southern Cross I amn connecting the coun-
try between that place and Yonanuune,
Mont Jackson and M1ullime, wvith wvells-
At the new find, the Corinthian, we have
a gang of mnen, and we have anothe- gang
at the new find North of Peak Hill. We
are putting dams down wherever they ave
required and I fee! quite satisfied it will
be found that the work is justified. But
it is just as well to know that the money
is expended from loan and we have to
pay the interest from the general revenue.

Mr. Scaddan: It is the large interest
bill that prevent s its spending money for
the purpose out of revenue.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Would
the lion. member leave these people
without water or prefer a district not
to be opened uip until revenue was avail--
able for the purpose? Representing a
Kalgoorlie constituency, the lion, mem-
ber does not give the same consid-
eration to a matter like this that the
members for Murchison and Dandas
would. The member for Murchison
knows how the country is absolutely
sprinkled with wells to enable people to
travel away from the railway. In addi-
tion to railways and water supplies.
which I look upon as being the prin-
cipal matters for assisting the mining in-
dustry, there are other systems by
wvhich we give assistance to the indus-
try. The first, after railways andi
wvater supplies, is cheap areas to enahie
a man to escape as much as can
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be avoided in the way of rent in
the early stages of his prospect-
ing. Other matters are cheap crush-
ing facilities and assistance in gen-
eral. The system of prospecting
areas established by myself enables a
man to hold 18 acres of land for 18
months, which period a warden can ex-
tend for a further six months. We
have the privilege of cancelling any area,
if the holder gets rich stone, and that is
often done. There are at present 12,465
acres held as prospecting areas, and as-
suming that the same area would be
taken up, if it were not for this privi-
Iege we wvould have received £12,000
more revenue in the department. I
think I am right in assuming that
pretty well Ilie same area would be
held. It is impossible for the State to
put public batteries in every centre; in
fact, it is against the spirit of the Act
to pnt up a battery wvhen there is a
private plant in the vicinity. We have,
however, subsidised 30 private mills,
and last year 30,000 tons of ore were
crushed at these mills, for which the
Government paid a subsidy on the aver-
age of is. 51/2d. per ton. By the end of
1909 'ye had 35 State batteries, and since
these figures were prepared, batteries
have been erected at Marble Bar and
Mt. Sir Samuel. The capital cost of
the batteries has been £E282,000. Ac-
cording to the Treasury figures the re-
ceipts from the State plants since they
started have been £695,000 and the ex-
penditure has been £727,000, leaving a
deficit of £32,000. These figures are
hardly correct according to the balance
sheet, because they do not make pro-
vision for stocks in hand; the actual
loss would be £19,000 instead of
£32,000; but I have taken these figures
because they happen to be Treasury
figures, and I wish to keep to them as
far as possible. The mills have crushed
735,000 tons of ore for 764,000 ounces
of gold, a magnificent record so far as
the resources of the country are con-
cerned, averaging over an ounce to the
to,, and giving to the customers of the
plants £3,283,119 in value from the pro-
duct treated. We all knowv of the great
developments that have taken place at

Mseekatharra, and to a great extent the
growth of that place can be attributed
to the public battery system. Also
Black Range was absolutely opened up
by the water supply and battery sys-
tem. Youanme, which was almost de-
serted a little time ago, is another in-
stance. I took the responsibility of put-
ting a plant there, and I believe we are
going to have a very important district
employing a large amount of labour
there. Sir Samuel is another old dis-
trict. It was pretty well deserted. We
have put up a battery there with a view
to trying to build up the place again.
Hon. members must remember that we
have to take risks in connection with
the public battery system that other
persons would not take. We have to
provide a plant for a district with a view
to helping it on, and we have to take the
risk of th , battery turning out a failure.
On the other hand, we probably go into
an old district like Sir Samuel and try
and I ft it from depression into a flour-
ishing condition.

Mr. Htolman: Why not try Cuel
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Cue

is an old place with crushing plants all
round it crushing at a reasonable rate,
and if the hon. member thinks a State
mill is going to make all the difference
in that district I have very little hope
for the industry there. We w'ant to get
out to the back country where there are
no facilities. Where public money is ex-
pended it should be to build up a place
that has not the facilities other places
have. It is all very well for people to
try to analyse our work by the work
done at other plants. It is quite a dif-
ferent proposition when a mill has
plenty of stone coming in all of the
one grade, and when the one class of
treatment is necessary, to when you get
different classes of ore during the week,
or during the month, and where prob-
ably the mill is shut down for a month
or six weeks or several months and the
manager or caretaker has to be paid
in the interval. We can crush 280,000
to 300,000 tons of ore a year, but the
average for the last fewv years has
been only 94,000 tons, so, that we
are not kept occupied a third of
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the time. If the plants were kept
occupied I am satisfied we could
show a much better return for the
whole system I would like to show the
class of work that can be done where
we do g-et the stone. Taking last
monih 's statement of the operations
during .June, I fid that the cost of
crushing at Menzies was Us. 2 1/3d. per
ton, while our charge to the customersi
was 8s. 2d. per ton. That was probably
owing to the time systemn. It will be
seen our crushing- charges and costs,
were exceedingly low. I do not think
they have ever- been so low in the sys-
tern. I may say the cost includes% all de-
pad niental charges. Now, taking Leo-
niora, I notice a statement was made by
Mr. Brirnage a lit tie while ago about
the charge at Leonoia being 2Os,. a ton.
The average charge to customers during
Junie at Leonora was 6s. 9ld. per ton.

M11. Scaddan: What is your price if
the;' crush per ton ?

The MINISTER FOR MIUNES: These
people crushed by the hour. Our charge
is 1.0s. 6id, if they crush by the ton, but
crushing by the hour the average price
for the customers in Leonora during
June was Gs. 9d. The cost to the de-
pa rtment was 6s. 10 3 M.

Mr. (bnurley: How many parcels were
crushed in that monthl1

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Taking
the Mleuzies return there were 15 par-
cels, and the cost was only 5s. 2d. per
ton. At Leonora our charge to the cus-
iomcrs during that month' was 6s, 9d.
At Roognrdiie the cost to the customers
wa- 7s. 9d., whereas the cost to
th department was only Gs. I
would point out this cost includes all
charges, inspectors' and head office costs,
and such like, If we could keep running
all the time a big difference would im.-
mediately be made in our charges to these
people, or we could make a profit that
would enable us to pay interest and sink-
ing fund. However, we have opened up
many districts and have produced over
0,000.000 worth of gold, and we have
kept communities together. I recently
rend in the Kalgoorlie Iliner a statement
that we were making all sorts of extra
charges so as. to make a profit in

connection with the batteries. We
have spent £282,000 on the batteries.
Interest at 4 per cent. on that amount
would be £97,000. The loss on working
amounts to £32,000. That makes a total
toss of £129,000. Then, there is depre-
ciation, The officers of the department
say it is approximately £165,000, the pre-
sent value of the plants. being £:116,000).
If these plant-, were compelled to pay the
£097,000 interest on the capital expended
we would have to increase the charges
straight away by 2s. 9d. per ton.

M1r. O'Loghien: The mills would work
fuall time then instead of being -six month%;
idle.

The MINXISTER11 FOR MIE:The
lion, member has not been about the
fields muciel when he says that if we
put on these increased charges we would
get more stone to treat.

M1r. O'Loghlen: Some of the mills are
hung uip for six months.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Be-
cause we have not the stone to treat. I
have reduced the tonnage to start a mill
to 300) tons for a 5-head mill in a small
district aod 500 in a large district. I
think we should have enough stone to
keep us going.

Mr. Scaddan: Low prices should be.
an inducement to bring stone along.

The MLINISTER FOR MI1NES : I am
satisfied the prospectors would be very
glad if they were told there was a fur-
ther reduction.

.11r. Scaddan: You would get a big-
ger turnover.

The XMNSTFR FOR MINES: But
we would get a bigger loss if the stone
was not forthcoming. A few years ago
tile charges were very high, being 15s. to
20s. a ton. They were brought down con-
sistently year after year, until at the pee-
sent time the -charges show a loss on
working, and we do not pay interest. If
we paid interest and paid the loss we
would have to provide another £129,000,
and if we had to provide depyreciation
we would have to make it £294,000. No
doubt these plants should provide depre-
ciation if we are not going to look to the
indirect advantages, and tile leader of the
Opposition is not going to took for any
indirect advantages in the expenditure of
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loau money. As I have already said, in
order to provide interest we would have
to increase the price by 2s. 9d. per ton.

Mr. Holman: We spent money from
revenute on State batteries.

Trhe MINIUSTER FOR MINES: The
(Government to which the member be-
longed were not the first to do that. Does
not the mnembler consider that interest
should be found even although the capital
is found from revenue? For instance, if
hie were to build a house or construct a
wanter supply, would he not think I he
capital cost of the work should be cap-
able of producing interest? I certainly
shoulId. If we were compelled to
adld stiinient to our charges to
make up for depreciation and in-
terest on loans we would have to in-
crease the present price by 8s. 5'/2d. per
ton, If efforts were not made on the
part of the Minister to curtail expenses,
assuredly he would be laying himself
open to attacks from the Opposition.
We can, however, show that the crushiug
costs have been decreased by is. per Lou
during last year's oiJ'erations, although
we had more batteries to work and less
stone to treat, and this shows that the
administration has been carefully
watched and that there have been no ex-
travagances. All we want in connection
with the battery system is tonnage, for
if we get that we will very soon show
better returns. I hope we shall be able
to show some profit, despite the large
sum of money invested It is just as
well, in giving consideration to what
has been done for die industry, to reciog-
nise that £280,000 odd ha~s been expended
upon a system which has not paid for
working expenses, one penny interest
or one penny for depreciation. The in-
direct advantages are, however, enormous,
end I believe they fully justify the ex-
penditure. In addition to that we bave
given subsidies for cartage and for de-
velopment, we have assisted in diamond
drilling, and at the present time some
good work is being done in that respect
in the M1ount Morgans district owing to
the as~istance given there. We have as-
sisted in development generally, and in
the piurclase of machinery. It must al-

ways be understood that when people
come to us for assistance from the Mining
Development Vote it is a critical period
of their history: it is a time when they
have pretty well exhausted all th 'eir funds
and have probably no rich ore in sight.
The department have then to take the
risk. I have consistently refused all ie-
quests for assistance in development
work. By the efforts we have made in
helping men to buy machinery we have
heen able to build up a great many mines;
in Western Australia, Suggestions have
been made that boards should be ap-
pointed in connection with the apportion-
ment of the MHining Development Vote, if
there is to be one in the future. It is
impossible in the outback country to have
mining boards. fully qualified to deal with
this question of the apportionment of
funds. There could not be one in every
camp, and a mininig board in a place such
as, say, Leonora, would endeavour to
concentrate their efforts on assisting
mines, the development of wvhich would
have the result of building uip their own
town and would neglect places like Mul-
line, Malcolm, and other outback dis-
tricts, The same remarks would apply
to boards at Menzies or Kooky nie.

Mr. Scaddan: That is purely assump-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A
mining board in Menzies would not pay
much attention to applicatiotis f or as-
sistance from DavyhurIst or Niagara.

Mr, Scaddan: Why not!1
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Be-

I-1niISC it would not help to build up their
particular district, and their interest, con-
seritnently, would not be the same.

Mr. Hudson: WVhem would you ap-
point 1?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
would be a great difficulty unless the
boards were made purely local, for there
could not he one in each miinig district.
I intend, if required, to pr-ov-ide mieibers;
with a list showing the expenditure from
the Mfining Development Vote in the vari-
iius constituencies. I hiad one prepared
last year which showed that the MNount
Mlar-aret district had received the largest
litirtiun of this amount, while of thie re-
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spective towns the list was headed by
Kanowna. I should he pleased to publish
the return. J think it wvould also be wise,
if we have a sum on the Estimates for
mining development, to set out how that
sum is to be apportioned to the various
goldfields. Since the year 1901 we have
spent on mining development £124,458.

Mr. Hlmhan: flow much have you got
back!

The MINISTER FOR M1INES: The
recoups amount to £189,316. In the early
days the major portion of the vote was
spent iii the nature of subsidies in con-
nectioji with crushing at private mills,
and a deal in subsidies in developing b~-
low the different levels. There were also
subsidies in connection with diamond
drilling, so that nothing like all the
money was paid in the shape of advances.
We have exceedingly' good value for the
advances nowv in existence. For instance,
there was a question of a loan raised by
the leader of the Opposition at Callion
for £1,000. There is a magnificent secu-
rity for the advance there. There was also
a sum at Owalia and for Hatt's battery.

Mr. Scaddan: What was the security
on the Callion?

The MINISTER FOR MINES
There is a 10-bead mill, and we have a
first mortgage on it and a mortgage over
the mine. We have also a mortgage on
Hatt's Mdill, and could get the money any
day we liked to foreclose. I have not yet
closed on them for [ think that by doing so
I would only delay operations, and might
prevent local creditors from being a~ble
to get their money. Besides giving rail-
ways, Avater supplies, and assistance
generally we have established a mining
school where very good progress hasa
been made. We are starting an engi-
neering course there and are doing all
we can to enable students to obtain a
sound mechanical and engineering know-
ledge. Our duty should be to build up a
rate of mining engineers there, and
everything possible is being done to make
the School of Mines a thoroughly first-
class institution. Statements were made
that we are charging much higher fees
there than in Perth. or in other schools
of mines in the Eastern States. That
idea was exploded by a statement pre-

pared by i'Ur. Allen, the director, which
showed that the fees charged at Kal-
goorlie compared more than favourably
with the fees charged in the Technical
School, Perth. The total amount spent
in mining development from the rant-
ing of Responsible Government has been
f£1,4C0,O00. When members know what is
being done in this direction in the East-
ern States and New Zealand they will
appreciate the assistance given in West-
ern Australia. In New Zealand large
sums oif money were spent from loan, but
it was mainly in the building of roads,
a course to which the leader of the Op-
position in his speech to-night offered so
much objection. In Victoria they have
done nothing so extensive in the nature
of establishing a battery system. They
have in that State some small mills
and have compelled those having them
to pay the greater cost of the up-
keep. In none of the other States has
anything been done in the way of ro-
viding railways, water supplies, or as-
sistance generally. In fact, in uo other
part oif the world has such generous as-
sistance been showvn as has been exhibited
towards our goldfields by the Govern-
men t.

Mr. Scaddan: Nor has such a generous
return from the fields been given.

The MINISTER FOR MINES- The
question may well be asked how is it
that, with all this assistance, the indusiry
has not made the advance one would ex-
pect. When one looks at the history of
Kalgoorlie end the great development at
a depth showing large lodes carrying
good values, such as for instance at the
Fingal, Cue, at Kalgoorlie and at Lvo-
flora, and the big discoveries at Mcaka-
tharra, and the opening up of other new
districts, such as the Youanme, it will be
realised that fresh developments are
daily arising in connection with the in-
dustry. During the past month or two
a rich deposit has been discovered within
a few miles of where gold was first dis-
covered on the Eastern fields. There
certainly has been a slight decline in the
gold yield, but it must be remembered
that we are treating a bigger tonnage
and employiriz more men than formerly.
I wag pleased to see an article in the/
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Boulder Star recently to the effect that
500 men were being taken on at the
Perseverance, and the suggestion was
made that more miners were required
than were actually available. 1 do not
know if that is the case, and I do not
want to do anything to interfere with
the labour market, but I know that thlere
has been a closing down of the Gwalia
at Wiluina, and the dismissal of a large
number of men. No doubt these w~en
will be available for the Eastern f'dds,
where it is said there is a shortage.
There has been a big increase in the coal
constumptionl, the figures being 214,009
tons; last year, as compared with 175,000
tons the previous year. In conneet',on
wvith copper there was turned out during
last year copper to the value of £43,000.
So far as these two industries are i~on-
reirned, I feel sure they have an un-
doubted future.

Ar. Collier: How does copper com-
pare with the -previous year I

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
should have sai-d that the increase this
year was to the value of £43,000 and
that the increased tonnage was 6,790.
So far as coal is concerned, there is r-o
doubt that it is getting a hold in the
bunkering trade which I feel sure will
continue to grow. The reports I1 have
received from the Phillips River and
Whim Creek show that there are large
deposits there of valuable copper. I
reg,_ret to say, however,-and it seems
wonderful considering how much rain
has fallen in other parts of the Stat ± -
that the water supply at Phillips River
has been so bad that unless we give con-
siderable assistance I fear the company
wvill be compelled to turn off a lawep num-
ber of men and probably put the place
back for a few years. Any day, how-
ever. we inay find the dams which have
been constructed there fliled with water.
The question members might well ask
themselves is this, what is the cause of
greater progress not having been made in
connection with mining? I put it down
to the autipithy to capital. There is no
doubt that a great number of pnuople
think that the capitalist is a monster ad
look upon him as their greatest enemny.
It is impossible to build Lip big mines

in this State without capital. It is if'-
possible to expect the prospector to) go
into the back country to build up the
industry unless he can get money to set
his mine going. Fair treatment should
be shown to the people who are prepared
to put mioney into the industry.

Mr. Holman: Have not they had fair
treatment?

Trhe MWINISTER FOR MINES- I
know the member ivill not agree with im_
Surely any person should recognise the
great value a mine such as the Fingal is
not only to Cue and Day Dawn but also
to Perth, Fremantle, and Geraldtonl, and
that it means employment and living to
large numbers, of people. So lon as
the State sees there are fair conditions
for the employees; great good must be
done by the introduel ion of capital. It
should be recognised that if we induce
capital to come here and help to baild
tip the small mines, good must ensuic
Unless a prospector is lucky enoughI
to find a wonderfully rirh proposition,
he cannot expect to do well if hie has no
capital behind him. There are very few
of thlese rich propositions and it 1! not
they who require assistance, but there
are the hundred and one small properties
where capital judiciously expended in
development and machinery, so as to en-
able the mines to be economically worked,
would not only build them up but
also the industry as a whole and so en-
able labour to be provided for the peo-
ple.

Mr. Holnman: What capital came in to
build up Meekatbarra?

The MIYNISTER FOR MiINES: The
rich shows at Meekatharra built it up.

1%r. Holmian: Some of those rich
shows did not go above 3dwts.

'Mr. Collier: What percentage of their
profits do these wealthy companies put
into prospecting?

The 3MNSTER, FOR MINES: I do
not think they do half enough in that
respect, but there have been some in-
stances where the~y have expended
money . I cannot show that they have
done all they' ought to have done in the
way of building up the industry, but
we must hare capital. labour, and brains.
These three things are most es~euhial.
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Capital and labour are both very neces-
sary but unless we have brains as well
in helping to build uip the industry, capi-
tal and labour are not of much use. Let
us take South Africa, and see the en-
ormouis development that is going on
there. There they pay 10 per cent. roy-
alties, and there is no diminution in the
amount of work.

Mi. Seaddan: There might be.
The MINISTER FORl MINES: There

might he some day. The (iovernment
thert have d'ne all they possibly could
to build tip the industry. In 1880O they
canme to the conclusion that mining was
a more speculative industry than any
other, and being so, they could not see
why it should not be more restrictive.
To-day they have something like be-
tween 135,00and 145,000 men employed
in it.

Mr. &eaddan: Are our conditions re-
strictive ?

The MININISTER FOR MINES: They
are undoubtedly restrictive. I want to
point out that a certain amount of an-
tipathy exists towards the person who
is prepared to come here and invest his
capital.

Mr. Holman: Point to one instance.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: They

are innumerable.
Mr. Holman: That is all nonsense.
The MINISTER FOR MIINES: I

know the hon. member thinks differently.
Mr. Holman: If you exposed some of

the mining swindles you would do some
good.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
hope the hon. member has not been
swindled. Anyhow, wvith regard to our
laws, we have had great praise from an
American authority who was sent here
a little while ago. He described them in
a report which he recently issued as be-
ing the most symmetrical and evenly
balanced. That should be sufficient
praise. What I want the country to be-
lieve is that in connection with an in-
dustry such as this we want to create a
better feeling so as to induce capital
to vome here and we will be able then
to employ not 18,000 or 19,000 miners
but more like .30.0010, and with conditions
which are better even than those exist-

ing to-day. The ditty of the State is to
look after the interests of the people
and we should do our utmost to encour-
age capital to come here and to find
employment for our people.

Mr. Dlolnman: Expose a few of the big
mninig swindles.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I
will be pleased to make any restriction
in the Mining Act to prevent fraud. If
I had the opportunity to do anything in
connection with company laws in any
way so as lo make sure that share-
holders would he treated more fairly, I
would do everything I possibly could to
that end. Where You have an industry

whic is pecuatie it should not be
tot) restrictive.

Mr. ilolmun: There are thousands of
acres of the best auriferous land locked
up under exemption, and have been
locked up for years.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of
course the hon. member may have that
idea. I was going to make some remarks
with regard to the history of other coun-
tries, andt point out the value of the
mining industry, but I do not think it
is necessary here, because I would be
occupying too much time, and moreover
I wish to make a few refences to our
railway system before I conclude. I
will not have an opportunity again, so
I thought a few remarks with regard to
what is being done in the Railway De-
partinent would be of interest to memn-
bers, and probably the information that
I can give may be the means, I hope, of
less criticism being offened by hon. mem-
bers. The mileage of our railways in
1905 was 1,568. Last year it was 2,145,
and we opened 102 miles in 190748; 101
miles in the following year, and 100
miles last year. Hon. members will
thus see the quick growth of the railway
system. This year will be a record one.
We have just opened the Sandstone
railway. We are about to open the ex-
tension to Meekatbarra, and we will
follow with the Upper Chapman, Bridge-
town-Wilgarrup, Dowerin-M1erredin lines,
andi the extension to Wongan Hills. All
the~e w~ill be opened during the current
vear. Junst to show that the railways
of Western Australia are a fair paying-

232



[9 AUGUST, 1910.] 3

proposition, I will quote a few figures:
The capital cost in 1907-S was
£10,732,000; the earnings in that year
were £1,501,000; the working expenses
£1,007,000, interest £336,000 showing a
surplus after paying working expenses
and interest on the capital expended of
£128,000. The year before last, 1908-9,
with a capital of £11-,016,000 the earn-
ings were £1,508,000--just a little more
than in the previous year. The working
expenses decreased to £973,000. Our
interest bill was £377,000, yet we show-
ed a surplus that year after paying
working expenses and interest of
£1,56,000. In the year just ended, 1009-10,
the capital cost increased by £367,000,
making a total capital cost of £11,384,000.
The earnings were £61,637,000, an
increase of £128,000 over the previous
figures. The working expenses came to
£E1,096,000, interest to £387,000, and the
snrplus over working expenses and in-
terest to £153,000.

Mr. Holman: Explain how much has
been transferred to loan.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Look-
ing at these figures, one will see a de-
crease of £3,000. We paid into Sus-
pense £21,000, being half'the cost of the
fire at Midland Junction, and the replace-
went of the stock which was burned. We
also paid £12,000 for the purpose of
carrying on relaying works between
Bevcrley and York. A suma of £33,500
could have been added to our profits of
the previous year, if we had desired
and instead of having spent £124,000 for
the purpose of earning £128,000 we have
an increase of £33,009.

Mr. Holman: You transferred £40,000
from revenuie to loan for replacing ob-
solete stock.

The MINISTER FOR M)INES: Not
this year.

Mr. Holman: It wvas £30,000 this year.
and £40,000 in the previous year.

The M ISTER FOR M1INES: The
lion, member will remember that we gave
an undertaking that in connection with
Collie coal we would carry it for two years
further. An increase took place in the
price of Newcastle coal, and so there had
to be a corresponding increase in the Col-
lie article. This meant an increased

charge to the department. Again, when
the Goldfields Water Supply Department
asked the wining companies to pay a
higher price for water they also asked
that the railways should pay a fair sum
for their water supply on the goldfields,
and we had to agree to take what wvould
represent a minimum outlay of £20,000.
Then, we have been bringing a lot of old
engines that we had put on one side into
traffic again for all the spur lines, and
that was a charge against our revenue
during the past year. We have also an
increase in our salary bill which did not
apply last year, and which amounts to a
large sum in the wages and salaries of
the staff generally. T have not the exact
figures here.

Mr. Gill: Would it not be just as well
to pay all the wages that are due before
the expiration of the year instead of hold-
ing them over until the new year?

The MINISTER FOR 'MINVES: I
was not aware that that was dlone, it
was not brought unoder my notice. I
know, however, that a little while ago
some people in the back country did not
get their wages paid until sonic five or six
days after they were due, and I asked
that that state of affairs should be altered.
I do not think that people should be com-
pelled to wait for what is due to them,
especially those in the back country, and
I asked that every effort should be made
to get over any difficulty that might exist.
With our increased mileage we have in-
creased traffic, During last year the
trains ran over 296,000 miles; we carried
460,000D more passengers, and 296,000
more tons. I will not bother going into
all the figures about the earnings and the
expenditure, because I want to refermore
particularly to the question of the manu-
facture of rolling stock. The member for
Brown Hill pointed out that if we were
not careful we would find ourselves short
of rolling stock. We have been opening
uip a lot of new line-%, and naturally we
want a lot of rolling stock, and every
effort is being made to meet the demand
of the railway system. Last year we put
into traffic five QA locomotivecs which were
made at the workshops; 35 ACL cars, 52
'D vans, and 272 Ge wagns, all made at
the workshops. There were also mann-
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factured at the Westralia Iron Works 82
Ge ivA~ons. There are now in course of
construction at the workshops five more
OA locomotives, seven ACL cars, 134 (Ic
wagons, while 166 Ge wagons are also
being made at the ironworks. We have
accepted -contracts and given authority to
the workshops for two AD ears, two Za
brake vans, 295 D vans, and 50 Fa louvred
vans, and to the iron works for 15 AT
ear, three AW cars, two-All cars, and
260 Ge wagons. The stock in course of
construction amounts in value to £60,000,
while those authorised and about to be
construceted will cost about;£123,000. We
wilt require in addition a number of loco-
motives which will cost a, large sum of
money; 10 suburban ears, 350 Ge cars, 2.5
Pa louivred vans, 100 sheep and cattle
vans, 10 brake vans, and five other vans.
We are going to do all we can to try to
build these, with the exception of the loco-
motives already ordered. We will require
three locomotives to work on sharp curves
and steep gradients, and it will be neces-
sary to order these from England or else-
where.

Mr- Scaddan: Could not they be made
here?

The MINISTER FOR MIX"ES: We
really have not room at the present time
to car-ry on other necessary -work. We
have all we possibly can do, and we have
already let a contract for the construction
of new paint shops to cost £12,000. When
the plans of the workshops were origin-
ally designed they comprised three build-
ings of 600 feet each, and the select corn-
rnittee who dealt with the question con-
sidered that three shops of 300 feet would
be sufficient for the then requirements.
Ther were quite right, hut the time has
now arrived for extension and we wvill
have to increase Nos. 2 and 3 by 300 feet,
makcing them in accordance with the onigi-
nal scheme. Buildings and machinery to-
gether will cost £100,000, but we will be
able to do considerably more than in the
past in -respect to th manufacture of
locomotives. Hlowever, we will not 1'e
able to manufacture the locomnotive- re-
quired for immediate necessitios. Still,
we intend. if we can get the anthorisation
we require. and if we can !yet the nece~z-
sary workmen-

Mr. Angwin: It will be easy to get
them.

The MINISTER FOR MINKES: Well,
as I ay, if we can get them, we intend
to see if we cannot manufacture all the
rolling stock we require. I am pleased
to say that up to the present time, and
for some years past, every hit of rolling
stock hasibeen made in the State.

Mr. Angwin: How does it compare in
the matter of pricei

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
More than well in respect to boilers,
wagons and carriages. We have done
remarkably well both in respect to our
work and in respect to contracts within
the State, We shall have these great al-
terations made in the workshops, and we
will be faced with a large indent of ma-
ehinery for them. Thus 1 hope soon to
have such a plant as will enable us to
manufacture all the locomotives required
within the State itself, Then, next year,
'we will have very great additions to our
trade. There has been a big expansion
nil round, including timber and Collie
coal. We should, I think, have more coal
to carry in the future than we carried
last year. There has been an extraordin-
ary settlement going on in connection
with RgriCLltutte. Last year we carrie'!
oper 40,000 tons of superphosphates, and
with the increased tonnage of super-
phosphates we can reasonably expect a
largely increased tonnage of products.
Mining is on the upgrade, and there must,
of necessity, be a big increase in popula-
tion and production. Every effort wilt
be made by the Railway Department to
cope with the increased traffic following
upon the progress made by Western Aus-
tralia, and I hope we will be able to show
a far greater revenue next year than we
have done in the past.

Mr. O'LOG-HLEN (Forrest): -in ris-
in- to make a few remarks on the Ad-b
dress-in-Reply* it is not my intention to
follow the various statements made hy
the Minister who has just resumed his
seat. I think it would be preferable to
wait till we read them in Hansard, be-
cause it is impossible to keep any cherk
at all upon his stareeits as orally de-
livered. I desire f-, 'v T re--ret v-ery
much the dela,, :a '. - C- Parlia-
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scent this session; because it appears La
me we are likely to get through a good
deal of work without proper attention
and necessary discussion. There are var-
ious Bills foreshadowed as likely to
come forward before Christmas. We met
at the beginning of August, and I believe
a great number of legislators suffer from
Bummer fag, and will -want to adjourn
before Christmas. T~hat being the case,
we 'will not be able to give proper atten-
tion to the contentious measures outlined
in the Governor's Speech. I do not in-
tend to deal at any length with the Pre-
inier's speech delivered at Bunbury; DC-.

cause instead of being a statement or
utterances foreshadowing legislation, it
was largely in the nature of a batch of
statistics. I do not intend to fallow those
subjects further than to make reference
to the industry upon which practically the
whole of the South-West is dependent at
the present time. In that speech some
attention was paid to the timber industry,
aud I contend it was not before it was
time. The Premier has madte the an-
nouncement that it is the intention of the
Government to appoint a capable man to
look after the forests of the State.

Mr. Jacoby.: Hear, bear.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN: It is all very well

to say "hear, hear," and I am prepared
to support it, provided we get a capable
man. It is a reflection on the Govern-
ment to think that the man at present in
charge of the department has occupied
his position for the last 1.5 years, the in-
ference being that he is no~w incapable-
in other words, it is only after 15 years
that we discover he is incapable. I am
not raising any objection to the proposed
appointment mentioned by the Premier,
but I hope the Government will not go
outside of Australia for an expert to
deal with the forestry system of the
State. I think the report of the Royal
Commission that sat in 'New South Wales,
might be taken into serious consideration
by the Premier. We would be wise if
in making this appointment we paid
special attention to that report, and es-
pecialY to the following clause,-

We found n considerable difference
of opinion among educational experts

and others as to the fitness for that
position of a highly trained man from
abroad, who, while possessing a know-
ledge of the principles of modern for-
estry under European, or, per 'haps
Indian conditions, would be ignorant
of the peculiarities of the Australian
flora, the characteristics of our indige-
ijous trees, the opposite conditions of
soil and climate, and the liberal laws
under which our rural populations are
controlled. After carefully weighing
the evidence given on this point, we are
convinced that in order to ensure, the
proper working of a new department,
and- to establish a successful farestry
system, it is advisable that the position
of chict commissioner should lie 'filled
by a man having, Australian forestry
experience, and proved organ ising and
administrative ability, rather th an by a
highly trained scientific expert from
abroad.

I sincer~ly trust that in the new ippoint-
mnent the Government will not go to 'the
North of England or the South of Scot-
land for an expert, a they did last year.
I hope that instead of this they -will re-
serve the post for one or another of those
men who have spent all the years of their
lives among the flora of Australia. I
want to say a word in regard to the re-
servations in connection with the timber
industry, and to direct my remarks par-
ticularly to the 'Minister for Lands; be-
cause, three or four weeks ago, a state-
ment was made in the Press that the
Minister had reserved 7,50,000 acres for
public works requirements, or 'for the
services of the State. Most people will
agree with the Minister when he takes a
step that will assure to the people for
the next few years a sutfllcient supply of
timber for their requirements. There'are
many big projects looming in the future;
there are a couple of Transcontinental
railways to be constructed in Australia,
and there wilt, of necessit y, be an ex-
pan sion of our railway system through
all the States. But I want to enter an
objection to the methods adopted by the
Minister, to his saying that three-qutarters,
of a million acres of country' has been
reserved and yet not making any attempt
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to classify that area-that is to say, to
discover whether it is black-boy, or jarrah,
or karri, or tuart, or any other particular
timber. It is absolutely impossible to get
from the Ministry, or from the Forestry
Department, any acurate estimate of the
area of our jarrab lands at present the
property of the Crown. It is impossible,
I say, to find out the area to be exploited
in the f uture, or the area we can lock
up for our own requirements. I contend
it is time some attempt was made to clas-
sify tile Uimber lands with the object of
getting that information of which we
stand so much in need. 1 say without
fear of contradiction,. that the figutres
given by the Minister, so far as they re-
late to jarrab, are entirely misteadin~g;
and when we desire to raise our voice and
ask that caution be exercised, when we
want to exercise a little vigilance
in connection with our timber areas
we are mect with the reply that
the Minister has reserved 750,000)
acres and that, consequently, there is no
occasion for alarm, Instead of this being
tile actual area available I think I am
safe in writing off 500,000 acres of it, so
far, at least, as jarrah is concerned. I
am pleased that the M1inister has reserved
the flora and fauna in the vicinity of
Pinjarra and put it in Class "A."' This
reserve has dwindled materially from
what it was originally, and I hope it will
now remain the property of the State.
Attempts have been made in the past,
and I suppose will again be made in the
future, to have this area thrown open
for timber-cutting; but I hope when such
attempt is made in the future the Min-
ister will bring both his big feet down
on that proposition as soon as he can.
I think if we were to take the system ad-
opted in South Australia of finding out
the area of country available and clas-
sifying it by giving it in different hun-
dreds. we would have a more accurate
idea of our timber lands in tllis country-
As I say, it is impossible to get this in-
formation, and I see no possibility of
any improvement in this respect unless
somne reform is brought about in the For-
estry Department.

The -Minister for Lands: We will have
the conservator presently.

Mr. O'LOGHtEN: I think we might
do something before the conservator ar-
rives. I want to say a few words in re-
gard to the cut-out areas of the State-
The timber wealth is likely to be of thie
utost importance to the State for years
to come, and it -behoves us to see that we
have a continuous industry. I do not
want to see the export figures grow and
expand for a few years; only to have the
boom followed by a disastrous slump. I
want to see the industry continuons . giv-
iug continuous employment to the large
number of men engaged in it to-day. We
find that 120,000 acres has been cut over
by the comypanies, and no use whatever is
being made by the Government of that
area to-day. When the new conservator
is appointed it will not be so much his
duty to bring into existence flew forests
as to police thle forests we have, and
which, if Teceiving the attention the Gov-
ernment should be giving them, would be
producing a much larger quantity of
timber than they do.

The Premier: It can only be done lby
natural re-growth.

Mr. O'L-OGIILEN: I will admit we cni-
not -plant the hardwoods; that is not my
policy. I am taking uip tile sgme stand as
last session, that if~ we were to assist
nature a little in this country-and nature
is rather generous-by employing a few
practical men to go throughout these cut-
out areas, we would be doing a great
amount of good. I certainly have worked
in the industry for a few years, but I
do not claim tije practical knowledge that
hundreds, of others have in the state. r
believe, however, from the experience of
men who have been all their lives in our
forests that tile greatest enemy to the cut-
out area . and the greatest enemy to oar
forests, is; bush fires. if attention is paid
in this direction and in the direction or
taking oul any scraggy trees that might
prevent the growth of young promising
trees, we could bring our cut-out forests
into a reproductive state again. There
are settlements in some of the cut-out
areas, and I believe settlemnents should be
allowed in some favoured areas, especially
in gullies that arc perhaps suitable for
vine culture or fruit growing- The only
thingZ in regard to encouraging settlement

/
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in the jarrah areas is the fact that in a
few years when we bare the settlers, it
means the. past experience in regard to
Jarrahwood and Denmark will be -re-
peated when the lands will not grow good
timber any longer, and the Government
will be asked to buy, perhaps at anl ex-
orbitant price, two streaks of rust and a
permanent way. However, in many fav-
oTurable localities frnitgrowers and set-
tiers would make a good living if given
assistance at the start. Many employees
at timber mills T am sure will be pre-
pa red to establish homes for themselves
and utilise the time they lose at tbe mills
in improving their holdings. Something
has been said to-night in regard to the
colony system of settlement. I hope en-
couragement will he given to that system
in settling our agricultural settlers in
close proximity to one another. I believe I
would have no difficulty in getting a hurn-
dred of the best axemen to-morrow, sons
of farmers f rom the Eastern States: to
take uip each 1,000 acres close to one
another where they could co-operate to
make a success of their settlement. I hope
encouragement will be given to them so
that we will not see them wage-slaves for
ever and not dependent on an industry
which fluctuates, but we will see them
men who will strike out for themselves
and make anl independent living. I hope
the Attorney General or the Solicitor
General will give me some information
in regard to the freedom allowed to tim-
ber companies in the carriage of freight
and passengers on their lines. I ap-
proadhed the Solicitor General last recess,
and hce assured me in the documents I
recived from him that some o f the tim-
ber concessions were absolute principali-
ties, and that it ivas almost imgossible
for the Governmnt to intervene. I am
going to prosecute the subject further,
because I find the freights of the various
timber lines are excessive, and that the
fares are practically double those charged
On Government linle'4. Proper facilities
are not p~rovidled and, while workmen t
the different centres have to ride in open
Iruck.,. for others they provide carriages.
This is a discrimination that should not
be allowed to continue. At Yarloop and

other centres workmen have to board the
train in open trucks at five o'clock in the
morning no matter -what the weather may
be, but if Ministers of the Grown are
going to the assistance of one of their
nominees who is floundering the company
are prepared to pnt on closed carriages.
The excuse is that there arc so many
dead-ends it is absolutely dangerous to
travel in closed carriages, but that excuse
does not hold good when Ministers of the
Crown journey on these particnlar lines.
A few nights ago the Attorney General
and the Acting Premier went to Nanga
Brook in one of these carriages. I say
this distinction should not be allowed;
it is a class distinction of the worst kind;
and these people frying to make the best
of it in timber centres should be entitled
to some consideration. With regard to
the statement of the member for Albany,
replied to by the Premier, as to planting
the pines at Ludlow, I wish it to be dis-
tinctly understood that not one member
of thle Opposition objects to the policy
of planting pines. Most of us have read
of the success in the Eastern States in
this direction. I think I know every acre
of pine forest planted in South Australia,
None of us are going to raise our voices
in opposition to the policy of pine plan-
tations. I support the policy of planting
pines in any part of the State suitable.
There are pine forests in the North-West
of the State, hut from information I
have received I believe the nearest is 245
miles from Derby beyond Isdell and back
from the Leopold Ranges, and that it is
absolutely impossible for any company to
exploit these areas of pine forests in the
North-West for many years to come. In
fact I was assured by men who had been
there that it is not a forest at all, but thait
you find a clump of suitable trees and
possibly go 10 or 15 wiles before you
find another clump.

The Premier: This Pine iA to the East
of Cambridgre Gulf; it is not near Derby.

Yr. O'LOGHLEN: No; there arc pines
at a place called Isdell. They extend
for 400 miles, I believe. We are all in a
quandary in regard to the extent of the
forest. I do not think any iuemlber of
tl.-e House knows as much about the sub-
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jeet as te would like to know, but I
kwow the country is a long way away
and dlifficult to get at, and from the in-
fqrniation I have gathered from men
who have been over the ground I believe
thpqj it is not a forest that it would pay
a company, no matter how wealthy it
might be, to put in a railway to tap;
a o that it is very patchy and consists

oyf clumps of pine with big spaces be-
tweea. However, in regard to the Lud-
low planting, I am not altogether c!on-
vinced we are following out the most
coimieal and best policy in selecting
Ludlow where the timber is so heavy.
We were told by the Premier in his
policy speech that there were 40 hut-
loeks, 30 men and two traction engines
employed in clearing at Ludlow pre-
paratory to planting pines, and the Min-
ister for Lands in making his speech in
this House said it was costing approxi-
inately £5) per acre.

The M1inister for Lands: I said it cost
£13 by day labour and half that sum by
the pre~ent; method.

Mr. 0 'LOGHL EN: I am not going to
quibble over 10s. or* £1, but I am going
to watch these figures closely. I am con-
vinced it is not being cleared at £5 or
£6 an acre. Frown what I know of the dis-
trict add of the work being done it will
not be cleared at £6. There are several
otber localities in Western Australia it
wkould cost half that amount or practic-
ally nothing to clear where pines would
gro~w to equal perfection. I think we
iare on ihie wrong track in spending such
a large iwi of money, allowing it to be
£:6 10s. an acre, to prepare it for a pine
forest. The Premier assured us that
Ludlow was selected on the advice of
31r.. A.efarlane, the head forester, 'Mr-
Adamns and Mr. Port. I will grant that
Mr. 31a&'arlne is as good a judge of
,-oil as t.-aii be found in the State. but I
hpliove that there are many members in
the House who could. with an equal de-
gree of success, select an area for the
bringing into existence of a pine planta-
tion as the other two gentlemen- I do
not think either of them claims to have
special knowledgze of soils, such as are
required for the growing- of pines:.
therefore, I wish to endorse the remarks

of the member for Albany but not in
opposition to pine plantations. I bel ieve
pine forests should be grown in Western
Australia without spending £6, 01 £7, or
what I feel will be a great deal more,
per~ acre in order to get the land ready.
Before leaving the subject of timber
reserves, I wish to say in regard to the
particular area of 750,000 acres the
Minister mentioned as being locked up
for future requirements, I made in-
quiries with regard to a block of 29,00
granted within the last 10 days to a
timber company right oin the edge of the
proposed railway from Pinjarra to Mlar-
radoag. That proposed railway goes
something like 12 miles, I had hoped
that the Premier in his speech at Bun-
bury would make provision for this line
going at least 20 miles, because we are
laying down lengths of railway 60 or
70 miles in some places, and we are
doing very little in extending that line
to the WVilliams district to give faeili-
ties to people who have been settled
there 40 or 50 years. I was hoping the
Premier would give some assistance -to
those sott hers who have been working
under very had conditions and many dis-
advantages for so long. However, the
line goes oat a distance, of 12 miles, and
just adjacent to it an area of 29,000
acres has been granted to a timber com-
pany during the last 10 day,;. I have
the 'Minister's letter in reply to my in-
quiry which was to find out whether
this particolar area was included in the
reserve of 750,000 acres, and I find in
the reply this area was originally in-
tended to be in the reservation hat was
excluded and granted to this particular
company.

The Minister for Laxjds:- That is not so.
Mr. .0 'LOGilLEN: The reply I r-

ceived was to this effect-
In reply to your inquiry of the 25th

ultimo. I beg to forward herewith
plan showing, bordered green, blocks
of landl. applied for by Messrs. Port,
Honey, & Co., to the East of the flora
anid fanna reserve, Marrinuip, and to
state that the area marked "1" dlid
conic within the original proposed re-
s;erration of 7.50,000 acres, but has
been excluded therefrom and granted

/
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to the applicants together with the
area marked number "2" under saw-
milling permit No. 34/11.
The Minister for Lands: Who signed

thatI
Mr. O'LOGJ{ILEN: I cannot make

out what the signature is, but is from
the Lands Department.

The Minister for Lands: It is not
mine, I thinak there is something wrong
about it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There may be some-
thing wrong. I hope there is. If the
Mlinister has power to wave his hand,
like the magician Carter, and decree that
29,000 acres shall be allotted to this com-
pany there is nothing to stop him from
decreeing that 200,000 aces should go to
them.

The Minister for Lands: It was, not
taken out of thle reserve.

The Premier: I think it was east of
the reserve.

Mr. O'LOOHLEN: I want to enter
my protest against the system adopted
by thle Department in connection with
forestry generally. It appears to me that
the Forestry Department are being ab-
sorbed by the Lands Department and that
sufficient attention is not being given to
the industry. The present buildings in
which the department are housed are a
disgrace to the Government. Any dealer
in second-hand clothes would not carry
onl business in such premises. The office
of the Forestry Department is an eyesore
to people coming from elsewhere who
desire to see the exhibits kept there. Even
if it does necessitate his taking his atten-
tion from agriculture for 24 hours, I
hope the Minister will give attention to
the Forestry Department and see that
better buildings are provided for the head
office. A word with regard to the State
mill erected last recess in the Marrinup
district. I with other members, advo-
cated the erection bf a State mill and was
more than pleased~ when I saw the Gov-
ernmnent had launched it in that district.
At the same time, however, while I wel-
comed the establishment of the mill I
inu4q deplore the bungling- in fitting it up
a nd erng it onl. I do not know

- Ltnr it was that there were too many

engineers at work: but some say that the
Government desire to see thle experiment
a failure and the expenditure mount up
so that they can cease to carry on oper-
ations then. The mill should certainly
be able to do work equal to that of some
of the small private mills, but we find
that, whereas the latter cut 25 loads a
day, the State mill can only cut seven or
eight. However, there is an improvement
being shown and I am prepared to make
a good deal of allowance, for we were
all smnall at one time and we had to
grow. It appears that thle iuaehinez4

ithe mill is not up to date, for "there
are no modern methods adopted.' The
travelling bench is a primitive affair con-
sisting of two trucks held up by 7 x 7
oregon; in addition other portions of
the plant are obsolete. I was there a
few weeks ago and what impressed me
was the bad position in which the mill
is erected. It is not on a good site, there
are no winches to get the timber into the
shed, and meii with kangaroo "jacks"
have to try and forte the logs uphill. In
such circumstances the venture cannot be
a success and the expenditure wdll mount
tip. I hope the Goernmnent will give at-
tention to the work of overhauling the
plant and bringing it uip to date. The
quality of the timber there is excellent,
averaging as it does something like 8O per
cent., and in such circumstances no diffi-
culty should be experienced in making a
success Of the venture. In 110 enterprise
in Western Australia is there a better
opportunity provided for good results
being shown than in connection with the
State sawmill. I hope this branch of
the industry will receive the attention of
the Government and that thle mill will be
brought uip to date for, in its present in-
efficient state, it is unfair to the manager.
I do not k-now whether that gentleman
has managed mills in the past and I make
no charge of incompetency against him.
I know that Mr. Daris is a timber ex-
pert and has a better know-ledge of tim-
ber than most men. I make no indict-
ment against him as manazer. for lie has
only been jn charge a little time. It is
not fair to him to provide him with faulty
tools and had machinery and ask him to,
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turn wit a fair quantity of timber or a
creditable output. I want the whole of
the plant to be overhauled, f or this branch
of State enterprise has great possibilities
in the future. A subject which I have
given a great deal of attention to and
which I think should be advanced further
in Wl~estern Australia than in any other
State, is the establishment of workmen's
homnes. Perhaps there are meany Minis-
terial supporters who will not agree that
the Government should he landlords. In
New Zealand, howevet , the experiment of
establishing workmen's homes has been
tried, while in South Australia only a
fortnight ago a Bill was passed for the
purpose of e4ahlishing such homes so
as to give the great bulk of the people a
better opportunity to live happy lives,
and in better surrouindings than they
have had in the past.

Mr. Walker: They have them even in
Sydney.

Mr. O'LOGHLENX; But not on such
a great scale. Nothing contributes more
to the grinding poverty of the people of
the State, the factory workers and the
people of large towns, than the excessive
rents the masses have to pay. They are
charged exorbitant rents for what in
mnany cases are tumble-down rookeries,
that is in the populous centres, and it
would be a good step if the Government,
seeing that we have so large an area of
country and so much timber-a great deal
of which now goes into the fire at the
different mills-and seeing that we now
have the State sawmill, owned by the peo-
ple, turned this timber to good account
by establishing workmen's homes. Hun-
dreds of these homes could be established
and people engaged in the various in-
dustries would be given a better chance
inl life. A workable scheme should be
brought diwn. I do not expect the pre-
senut Governent to do it. bult they might
pa1ve the --vay. as they have gone so far
in tile direltin of State socialis~m, by
establishing a State -sawmill. If they do
this I feel sure they wvill have the support
of the lpeople. The workers in the vat-i-
OUS industries are having rather a had
timle when thley' approach either thle Atrbi-
tration Court, or ,ther tribunals, in order

to have conditions of pay, etcetera, fixed.
At times they have had to suffer heavy
reductions owing to the awards of the
various courts. Thes-e awards would not
have been felt so severely were it not
for the great exactions owing to the heavy
rents tile workers have to pay. As New
Zealand and South Australia have blazed
the track in regard to the establishment
of these houles, the Government should
not hesitate to initiate a system of that
kind here at once, so as to give Govern-
rment employees and the outside public
an opportunity to do a little better for
them selves.

Mr. Collier: Bitt that would not be en-
couraging capital.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I listened with
considerable interest to the remarks of
the Mtinister for Mlines. onl the question of
capital. He seems to be under the im-
pression that a capitalist is a very shy
bird, but my knowledge of the capitalist
and wealthy corporations is that they will
go to any locality or district where they
can get a fair return for the money they
have invested. I am not going to worry
myself much as to thle capitalist's position.
for he can look af ter himself. With re-
gatid to the matters dealt with in the
discussion on the Address-inD-Reply, it has
been noticeable that some attention has
been paid to the question of immigration.
However, I will not labour that question
to-night. It is hardly worth while saying
much on the Address-in-Reply for little
attention is paid by any Government to
grievances brought forward in the course
of that debate. All I have to say on the
question of immigration is that I am not
altogether convinaced that we are adopt-
ing the best policy. I will not. like some
members, congratulate the Premier on
the splendid work he has done in the
Old country, for the results are not mani-
fest yet, although possibly they may be
later on. Certainly some injury was done
by the Premier's visit in one particular
and that is that Parliament was not called
togoether early owing to his absence. Somle
say lie was away looking for Imperial
distinttis. but I do not think that was
the casNe: the fact remains, however, that,
owing to the absence of the Premier,
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Parliantent Nvas. hung, tip. Here we adopt
a different system from the other States;
we have a one-man Government, and
w'Iwii that one man goes away it is ims-
possible, evidently, for the 'Rinistry to
call Parliament together or to transact
the business% of the country. The Acting
Premier wade an heroic effort, dring his
brief occupation of the Premier's chair.
to do as much as hie could to establish
himself in the favour of the j)ublic. I
remember readingc his utterance- of the
past three or four months with regard to
the Transcontinental railway.

Mr. Scaddan: He was only kite flying.
Air. O'LOGHLEN : It was nothing

else. He had no aulthority Lfrom the peo-
ple or from thle House to say that the
Government were ill favour of launching
ouit in the expenditure of two millions
to run a railway fromn Kalgoorlie to thle
South Australian border.

Mr. Seaddan: He was quite safe. lie
knew South1 Australia would not consent.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes. The Fisher
Government will construct the linle and
whent the next elections come on the Fed-
eral Labour party will perhaps claim
some credit for building it, and then Air.
Wilson will be able to adopt thre attitude
lie has often taken in thle past and say'
that hie bluffed the Government into the
course they took. The Acting Premier
pairticularly condemned Mr-. King OrNfaI-
Icy fnr what lie termed his laud-glrab
policy.

Mir. Collier: He will survive it.
Afr. OtOGHriEN: Kingshave survived.

greater condemnation titan that before.
I am incelined to approve of the Federal
Minister's attituide. I dho riot look onl it
as a land-grab poliey, for it is for the
people of Australia. It is not to be
boooked upon ats anr ordinary land"-grab
or concession or privilegue to any paitien-
Iar company. Mir. King O'Malley sug-
gested that 25 mile-, on each side of the
railway -should lie given to the Common-
wealth and that this would facilitate and
expedite the construction of the railway.
As a taxpayer of the Commonwealth I
amn not particular whichi governing body
has charge of my pr-operty. Personally,
I would rather see the Commonwealth

have it. for if so they would keep
thle fee siruple of that land, which is now
valueless but might become valuable later
onl; Whereas I fear thre present Govern-
merit would dispose of the land to a land
company or t private individual. The
pl)ic~y of immigration has been meln-
tioned very much during this debate. I
want to say that comning it contact
with some of the iuimigrants, I ain con-
vinced that a great number of them have
no intention of going on tile land. T1he
very day [ was elected for Forrest. tio
fewver than 12 of them welt to one timber
station in searcel of work, while I met
Others Whot were goinig to different oeaui-
tie., to coiipetc with the wage earners iii
the South-West. I met several in the
Bridgetown district who told me that 107
of them) had arrived in the one boat, and
they added theyv hiad] been offered work in
Perth bitt timt theyv did itot take it. I
asked them what wages they hind been of-
fered, and they replied 6s. This had been
offered to them by a nurseryman iii Perth,
a mian who apparently was taking ad-
vantage of thirh igniorance of the coun-
try's, conditions. There are scor-es who
are conmpeting with the workers in the
-State. and who have no initention what-
ever (if going on the land. 1 do not pro-
pose to' deal further with that subject,
because after- all it wvould be indu1oging
in some little repetition and the Premier
hais suggoested there may be a better
spheme -adopted in ftrn- for brinigirtg.
imigtratits to thle Cotuntry. 1 hope titt
a schienie wilt be adopited. The type of
inninigrants -oiig herec is not the same
as tite old stock who came a few genera-
tins ag-o. Those who are arriving at the
present time have not a knowledge of
agrViCttral pursuits, and they are not in
the position to adapt themselves to cir-
euni1stauCes, or to do pioneering inl the
agricultul or other centres. A great
number conte out as agricultural labour-
ers, and before they pass muster in the
Ald country they are supposed to show
that they have had agrticultural experi-
ence. 1. have been informed by some oif

themn that all it is nec essary to do is to go
to a farmer, get employment for abotut
a week. and then obtain a reference. A
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number of thes;e people have had only a
couple of weeks' experienee and it seems
that the reference they get for this work
is sufficient to enable them to secure a
passage out as agricultural labourers, and
whet) they arrive here they hare no in-
tenti6n of making a living out of the land.
-No doubt the Premier has done good
work but we will have to wait a few
months for evidence of that. f have read
reports in different journals of the
speeches the Premier made, and the im-
pression hie created. I read recently in
a leading journol published in Australia
an account of a banquet which was ten-
dered to the Premier; I forget whether it
was at the Fishmongers' ]Hall, or where
it was. There were aniong the company
present, the Earl of C'rewe, Lord Hose-
bery, Sir George Reid, and] Sir Newtonn
J. Mloore.

MAr. ('oilier: Great capabilities in that
lot!

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: This journal deals
with the speeches made by the different
speakers. ,The Earl of Crewe was first,
Lord Rosebery second, Sir George Reid
third, and our Premier last. In dealing
with the Premier's remarks it says-

After those g-entlemen had spoken'
the Premier of Western Australia was
called upon. The uprising of Lienten-
ant-Colonel. Sir Newton J1. Moore,
Prime Minister of Western Australia,
caused a commotion. In megaphoni'i
tones lie shouted involved remarks
about Western Australia. A cab horse
in the neighbouring street bolted, and
the driver threatened to sue the West-
ralian. The Premier of Western
Australia spoke longer than1 all the
other speakers put together.

There is no doubt in my mind that after
his experience at that meeting he created
an impression in England. I have no de-
sire to take up more time, but I just want
to say that I appreciate the action of
Ministers on the other side of the House
in going into my electorate just recently
for the purpose of placing the Govern-
went policy before' my constituents. I
lir perhaps the newest man from the
country. I have been to my electors at a
later Ate than any other member in this

House, and notwithstanding- the heavy
eiannons that the Ministry poured in, not-
withstanding all the opposition that was
shown, 1 managed to squeeze home. I
(10 not know whiet her the Premier wot~d
have gone out to the different centres if
hie had been in the State, but at least
four -Ministers of the Crown put in an
appearance iii that electorate. It was
said in soin quarters' that the Treasurer
was anxious to annex that £25 to assist
the revenne. Flowever, we find in the
centres visited by two of the Ministers,
the Attorney General and the Actilig
Premier, and in the other centres visited
by the member for 'Nelson, and yet other
centres visited by the Minister for Apri-
culture and the 'Minister for M1ines, that
in these centres where 400 votes were
polled only eight of themn were recorded
for tile Government candidate. The
Ministers, should congratulate themse!vcs
on their persuasive powers. I desire to
say that I took exception then, and I take
exception now, to the statement made by
the Acting Premier at Nauga Brook, and
hie is rather reckless when he is on the
stuimp and not lparticular how he mis-
represents--that the timber workers of
Forrest were instructed not to go to the
mneetings of my opponent, and not to
have anything to do with the Government
policy, that they were instructed to go to
the poll and give an overwhelming vote
for labour. I desire to say that no such
instructions wvere given, aud the Acting
Premier knows that full well if he will
admit the fact. No doubt there are a
gereat nu tmber who perhaps will not have
a kindly feefing- towards the electors in
a particular district which shows suc-h
decided partiality for any particular
party. The electors of Forrest showed
in an unmistakable manner their opinion
of the policy of this side of the House,
and I suppose they also wanted to show
that they resented the tactics adopted by
not only the members of the Ministry
but by some of the journals supporting
them throughout Western Australia. It is
only a little while since one journal, and
I believe the Premier is interested in it,
described aill timber workers in Western
Australia, men who contribute very
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larg-ely to the prosperity of the State, as
gypsies without any aim or object in life.

The Premier: I bave been as good a
friend to themu as YOU hare been.

Mr. O'LOGHILEN: I am speaking of
the attitude of the journal which circu-
lates in the district which returns the
Premier to Parliament. I do not say
that that jour nal exercises great influence,
but I say it ill becomes it to appeal to the
electors of Forrest to return a supporter
Of thle Government after the manner in
which, only some seven weeks befdre, they
had written these electors down as gypsies
and wanderers, and as nien who were not
to be trusted. Another journal a little
while ago published a paragraph dealing
with the prosperity of the town, and the
good order which was being maintained
a nd said that notwithstanding the fact
that a large number of timber hewers
wiere in town during the previous four
days there was an entire absence of crime.
I believe that the timber wvorkers through-
out those ventres resented being called
gypsies, and they have shown in the past
that they are able to give attention to
political subjects, and are in a position
to exercise an intelligent vote as other
Communities in W'estern Australia. The
Acting Premier speaking at Nanga Brook
admitted that the profits of the company
had increased, andi that the position of
the workers had also improved, and that
there was evidence of prosperity on all
hands. T witl admit that the position
is improved, and I will admit that things
are more prosperous than they were three
or four years ago. but the condition of
the men) to da *y is far from satisfactory in
many centres. At the same time there is
a vast improvement compared to the con-
dition of things three years ago. The
Acting Premnier denounced members on
this side of the House, yet there IS one
among them -whlo has done perhaps more
than any other man to improve the posi-
tion of the workers in the timber in-
dustry. The Acting Premier went so far
as to say that the increases earned by
these men in the South-West were ob-_
tained through the efforts of the Premier-
I do not think the Premier would make
such a preposterous claim as that. The

reason for the -increase obtained by the
meni and the improvement which is so
marked to-day is owing to the fact that
the men have at last resolved to be loyal
to themselves. They have built up an
organisationi which is the strongest finan-
cially in Western Australia, and they can
commnand respect and attention, and-it is
the mien's own efforts which are respon-
sible for the improved position of the
industry to-day. One word more with re-
gard to the exception from the Gover-
nor's Speech on the subject of a proposed
amendment to the Arbitration Act. t
is not necessary to labour this subject,
but I hope the Government will consider
the matter apart from other items of
policy, and I hope they will bring in an
amendment during this session in order
to do away with the frict ion which exists,
and the unsatisfactory state of affairs
at the present time. We as a patty on
this side of thie House are accused of
taking- up an attitude that is diametri-
cally opposed to that which we took up
a few years ago. M1y opponents have
taunted me, as they have taunted uts all
on this side, with the fact tbat while we
advocate arbitration yet we will not com-
ply wvith the awards. I wanit to say again
that the Arbitration Act as it at present
exists, is not what the Labour party asked
for. There were only seven mnembers of
the Labour patty when the measure was
placed on the statute book. Efforts
were made in 1904 to amend the Act so
as to make 'it a more workable measure,
but they failed. Since then, the present
Glovernmnent have made nto attempt to
amend the Act in the necessary direction.
The leader of the Opposition has referred
to an incident of three or four weeks ago
by which owing to a legal technicality,
and a ruling given by Mr. Justice Burn-

sdthe -whole of the tinber induistry
was demoralised for three days, and~some-
thing- like 2,000 workers, were idle through
no fault of their own. When we see that
the Act is faulty and does not work with
that smoothness it should do. it is the
duty of the Government to make the an-
nouncement that they are prepared
to amend it, and do away with
the differences that are causing so
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much tu arest i n Western Australia.
The Judjoes and the people right through
Western Australia, employers and em-
piloyces alike, are complaining of the
Act, yet no attempt is being made to
reetify (lie grievances brought along.
Now, just a word in iegard to another
industrial mneasure-and I am sorry the
Government are neg-lecting to such a
large extent mueasures on the statute-
hook or whichi should be there in (lie in-
terest of (lie workers. I wish to refer to
the 'Workers' Ccompensation Act, though1
not to make any lengthy reference to it;
because in a few weeks' time we will
have it before us, when we canl speak to)
it with undivided attention. An effort
was made during last session to have the
Act amended, and (lie chief hostility
showun on the (io'vcrimeot side of (lie
House WaS to (lieproclamation of disease~s
common to miners in this State-that
men suffering from phthisis, and other
ailmnents,, owing to working in ill-veniti-
lated mines should be included in this
Act. Apart from that some effort should
bd 3uade to increase the amount paid to
the relatives of a breadwinner in the case
of a fatal accident. I was reading the
other day in a journal very favourably
disposed towards the Government-I re-
fer to the M1ining and Engineering Jour-
nud.-of the case of a widow at Owalia
whose husband had been killed in the
mine, and] who placed her case in the
]hands of a solicitw-. making a claim for
£2,009. The jonual pointed out how
foolish an action it was on the part of
the widow, seeing- that if she had re-
frained from engaging a solicitor and
had accepted £-50-wbiehi would have
been £100) more than is provided for in
the Act-she would have been amply
compensated for he,' loss. Personally, I
do not think .140t) enough, and I hope
that members on the Government side
will show a little more generosity and
liberality in dealing with this industrial
measure, and that they will agree to
bring it np to the standard observed in
the old comntry. I read a few days ago
of (lie instance of a man who, witnessing
an accident while in the employ of a
private firm, died from shock. He was
not actually engaged at work at the time,

yet the court held that the firm by whom.
lie was employed would have to pay comn-
pensation. We have not got anywhere
near that in this country. Our Act lags
far behind that oft (le old country, and
I hope (lie Ministry will bring it tipto
date, and replace it on the statute-book in
in an a9nmed foin. OWe sec-tion which I
hopew will be imended is that relating
to the lieriodl which mnust elapse before
compensation is paid. Under the Art as;
it exists to-day a man has to be laid
aside for a fortnighlt before his colipeli-
sation starts or hie ivce1i es any paymieint
at all. I say no' logical argument can be
advanced as to why the worker should Ue
a fortnight off before reciving a penny
Of t'ompensaton. That is the worst fort-
nitrhtt he has to put uip with, and] we say
that is (lie time during which he should
receive mos;t Compensation. I trust we
will lie able to bpring ouriI Act into line
with the English law by making corn-
pensation payable from the date of the
accident. There are other matters with
which I could deal, hut I will have op-
portuniity whenu the Estimates are tinder
disctssioii. Particularly do I wvish to re-
fer to subhjects connected with hosl)itals
anid public health. However, it is not my
intention now to take up moi-e time ; but
I hope that when particular measures, are
brought down, contentious measures somue
of thewn. 'Ministers, will be able to give
some intormation as; to the course they
intend to adopt, and -we will see that

soeimprovement is to be made in our
legislation. I piurposely curtail may re-
marks. because I hetieve, as I said at the
outset. that the debate on the Address-in-
Reply does not provide a fitting, opportu-
nity for dealing with many matters that
require (lie attention of the Government.
Reranse after all, no matter how care-
fully a man may prepare his utterances,
Ito matter what the facts at his command,
Alinistenial attention is not given to any
spealier while speaking on the Address-
in-Reply. I have listened to different
Ministers and members on the opposite
side of the House during the last few
days. I recollect that the member for
Roeboune at least a dozen times urged
the 'Minister to make a note of a particu-
lar request; yet I do not think the 'Minis-

244



1 10 AUGUST, ](910.J24

ter, nor, indeed, many others, took the
slightest notice of 1dmn. However, the
time will okme during the next few week-;
when, I hope, attention will be given to
varions matteis to be introduced. such
its the l[ieeosimz Bill, the redistribution
of seats. and other measure tore-
shadowed in the Governor's Speech. I
only desire to say I hope there will be
no tindue haste, even if the House has to
sit long after Christmas to make up lost
time, liii time during. which Miiiister
have been tonring the country instead of
nieeting lParliamient. I hope even if we
have to make up this, lost time we will
give proper attention to the various rnea-
saues, that we will cr iticise them, amendt
them, and make them more workable in
the interests of the people of the State.

Onl motion by Mfr. Carson, debate ad-
journed.

House adjournedl at 10.7 p.m.

Ugcistative Fisectbi'?,
Wedneeday, i1tM Augutrt. 1910.

Papers Presentteul................. .
Quettloni-' Lud available. Victoria dim rio-t

Railway Overhead Bridge. Frcwale
iSecoidairy tihool Mle dmaeter

Railway rolling Ptock hired
Btackbgy tuertitry
Raitway Advisory Board, appointnnt
Liquor lievezue Returnij

Leave ofabsence... .......
IPaem:~ Ro~al Commiswiou. Collie.

BM eraldton XMiCipe Gase Supply. I R.
Addree-im-Reply, sixth, day......
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 p.m.. and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Attorney General: Regulations
made under Education Act.

By the Premier: 1. Reports of the
Public Service Commissioners on Accounts
and Stores. 2, By-laws under "The Met-

ropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage, anti
Drainage Act. 1909." 3, By-laws of the
Wiluna Roadz, Wined. 4, By-laws of the
Municipality of Basselton. 5, Copies of
Orders in Counvil undier Section :35 of
-'The Auidit Act.- 6, Poundage Fees
agr-eed to by' the Cottesloe Beach Road
Boainrd.

Q17EST] ON -LAND A VA ILABLE,
VICTORIA DISTRICT.

Mr. S. F. MOORE asked the Minister
for Lands: When is it intended to throw
open third-class lands in the Victoria
dlistrict for selection mnder conditional
purchase conditions?

The PREMiER (fuir the 'Minister for
Lanlds) replied : Onl the 1601 instant.
vide notice now apl'eaflnz in the Gorer-
litt-l Gf azelle.

QI'ESTION--RAIIWAY OVERHEAT)
BRIIDGE, FREMANTLE.

Mr- ANO-WIN asked the 'Minister for
Railways: When is it the intention of
the Government to proceed with the erec-
tion ot' a bidge over the railway from
Edwat d-street to thze nliarr at Fre-
mantleI

The MlIISTER FOR RAITLWAYS

replied: The ('onnnissioner advises that
this bridge is not required for railway
l'r'ol'~s. and he does not propose asking
for' antt lority for its er(etion.

QUEsTION - SEt't)NDARY SCHOOL
HEADMASTER.

Mr. i)AQIISH asked the 'Minister for
Ednc'atimi: 1, Is it true that a person
from outside the State has been ap-
pointed as headmaster of the Secondary
School ? 2. If so, has, the appointee had
any previous experience as a headmaster?
3, Is there no member of the staff of the
Education IDepartment or of any second-
ary school here qualified for the posi-
tion? 4, Ini, what were the local candi-
dates, inferior-srholarshtp or capacity
to organise and control a new institn-
tion ?
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